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to the Privy Council, and I feel that I
have hardly a leg to stand upon. There-
fore with thie permnission of the House I
wilt withdraw my proposed amendment.

The CHATRMAi4N: The hon. member
simply does not move it.

Hon. J, F. CULLEN: I move an
amendment-

That in line 12 the wrords "one thous-
and eight hundred and ninety-nine" be
struck out and 1fse uords "one thousand
nine hundred and nine inserted ins lien.

I do not think that retrospective financial
legislation should go behind the Statute
of Limitations. I certainly think, too, that
the period of six years is ample to go
back upon. I an' not at all affected by
the arguments of the Colonial Secretary
as applied to the years before 1909.

The Colonial Secretary: That is the
law now.

Hon. J. F. CULL/EN: I have no objec-
lion to the law whatever. It is a dan-
gerous, principle for legislation to be ap-
plied so far back, We have no right to
go behind the Statute of Limitations.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
evident that the hon. Mr. Cullen is not
aware of the position. This amendment
was moved in the Legislative Assembly
with the object of restricting the retros-
pective effect of the present Act. The
present Art, which has been in existence
since 1902, has a retrospective effect, and
any amount distributed in the form of
profits by a company is liable for duty
up to 40 years. In the case of the Perth
Gas Company, which sold out to the City
Council, it had been in business for a
quarter of a century and for 14 or 15
years probably before the Dividend Duties
Act was placed on the statute book. It
had accumulated profits and reserves, but
it had to pay duty on the amount distri-
huted although the profits had been earned
p~robabl ' a quarter of a century before.
Whenl the Bill was introduced it was sug-
gested that the Government should limit
the retrospective operations of the exist-
ing legislation, and it was agreed that the
Commissioner of Taxation should not go
back further than the Bill of 18999 when
the first legislation making provision for

the imoposition of duties on companies was
introduced. I hope that Air, Cullen will
withdraw the amendment.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: This does not
touch the argument that I have put for-
ward that a fair thing would be the
Statute of Limitations, The Minister re-
cognises that there ought to be a limit
fixed.

The Colonial Secretary: No.
Ron, 3. F. CULLEN: The Bill recog-

nised that there should he a limitation and
fixed 1899.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:- There
should be a Statute of Limitation. After
the expiration of six years there should
be no dividend taxable on the duity accu-
mulated during the period of the six years
previously. All that the company need
do would be to invest its profits for six
years and after six years had expired.
they could, escape taxation on them.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause, as previously amended, put and

passed.
Clause 6, 7-agreed to.
Bill reported, and returned to the

Assembly with a request that the
amendments be made; leave being given
to sit again on receipt of a Message from
the Assembly.

House adjourned at 9.43 p.m.

Wednesday, 10th February, 1915.
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0 schools. The Minister saw representatives
QUESTIONS (2)-EDUCATION DE- of the petitioners on 16th January, and

PARTMENT. ascertained that they had been misled on
I!raminarions for Qualifying Certificates, certain points. The leader of the deputa-

Mr. ALLEN asked the Minister of lion agreed to make further inquiries and
Education: I., Is it a fact that the prin- to communlicate with the Minister agan!
ciple of a uniform examinalion for the so that if necessary, anl investigation
qualifying certificate was. given up last might he held. He has not comanuu-
year in order that pupils shotild he cated with the Minister again, but thle
deemned to have passed thle esainination, director, being anxious to have thle matter
notwihhistanding the fact that the said thoroughly cleared up, has invited him to
pi 1 ils mighlt have failed at the inspect- call at the department, 6, Answered by
olsi lest ? 2. If so, were inspectors and answer to question 3. 7, Ani assistant f romn
leachet' iiotified to that effeect? 3, Is lie the school referred to in the answer to
aware that in one class there were ten qutestion 4 appealed last year against a
pupils who satisfactorily passed the )lead- transfer. The ease was puit before the
master's test entitled to the certificate Minister, and thoroughly considered by
which, however, was withheld by the in- him. To avoid the possibility of a corn-
spector as a result of his test? 4, Was plaint that the Minister was influenced by
that test so conducted that the parents the previous discussion of the ease with his
p'etitioned him to inquire into the matter? officers, he arranged for an independent
o5, If so, what was the nature of the inquiry. At the last moment, when the

arents' complaint, and what, if any- witnesses had been called, thle teacher
thing-, was done to redress the alleged withdrew. S. The Minister is ready for
grievance? 6, Wilt these ten children be this, as ini all other cases of appeal, to
awarded their certificates? 7, Is he aware have the fullest inquiry held. The appell-
that the teacher of the pupils referred to ant in this case has declined to go on
in the last paragraph of No. 1 appealed with thle appeal,
last year against what lie believed to be Organztit ion of Classes.
an unjust decision of the Director of "Mr. SMITH asked the. Minister of
Edlucation, and although the regulation's Education: Are the head teachers of
provide that every teacher has the right metropolitan schools capable of org-anis-
of appeal to the Minister, the case was inig their classes without the assistance of
not put before him, and is still -unsettled? senior inspectors. If so, what other work
8, What steps, if any, does he propose to has demanded the presence of these sen-
take to see that the said teacher obtains ior insp~ectors in the metropoltani schools,
a fair hearing? during thle past fortnight)?

The MINISTER FOR ED-UCATION The NINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: I., Thk uniform examination replied: Teachers necessarily vary in
was given tip in order that the teachers organising capacity. Even the most
might have the opportunity of discussing capable are often glad of an opportunit)
the records of their pupils with the dis- of discussing matters with the inspector
trict inspector, so that a child who do- during the opening week. Many ques-
served the certificate might not miss it tions arise at the beginning of the year
owing to failure in a single test. The which need reference to a departmental
final decision in a)l cases rests with the officer, though ordinary' inspection work is
inspector. 2. Yes. 3, No, No such not carried on during the first fortnight.
statement has been brought under thle The work of the senior inspector has in-
notice of the department. 4, The parents eluded the preliminary arrangements in
of some children in one school petitioned connection with Continuation Classes,
for an inquiry into the method of awvard- Manual Training, amid Household Man-
ig the qualifying certificate. 5, The Min- nigement Clas;ses aind Junior Cadet work,
ister was asked to inquire whether the the preparation of the tdricationl Circu-
mnethods adopted differed in different lar, and brief visits to as many schools as
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possible in connection with staffing, ac-
commnodation, programmes of work, ana
other matters on which consultation be-
tween the headmaster and inspector is
desirable.

QUESTION - FOODISTUFF SUPPLY

Hon. FRANIK WILSON (without
notice) asked the Premier: Is lie in a
position to make a statement to the House
in regard to the supply of foodstuff,
more especially' flour, in Western Austra-
lia. T'here is some uinrest outside, more
especially in commercial circles as to the
qu~antity of flour available. I understand
the millers' estimate of the flour supply
is that it will only last to the middle of
May, and they also calculate that there
will he very little wheat produiced in
Western Australia that will be available
for gristing purposes. Therefore, there
is somne concern as to what moy happen
after that time. I think in the interest,%
of the public generally, if the Premier
can make some authentic announcement,
it will he of advantage to the State.

The PREMIER replied: The matter
mentioned by the leader of the Oppo-
sition is undoubtedly one of considerable
public importance, and I take this
opportunity, although it was brought
under my notice only this morning,
of making a statement with regard to
the position as it affects the consumer
principally, and also in another sense
the millers. Hon. members will know
that unfortunately there is a difference
of opinion which we are not yet able
to settle definitely, as to whether there
will be sufficient wheat in the State for
seed and gristing to tarry us over to
the next harvest. The opinion amongst
millers is that we shall require to import
a fair quantity of wheat for gristing
into flour. The latest advice we have
from the Food Commission is to the
effect that from careful inquiries they
have made, while there will be a pro-
bable shortage, that shortage will not
be as great as is anticipated by the
millers, and there will be a fair quantity
of wheat for milling purposes.

Mr. S. Stubbs: There will be a short
age in the Wakgin supply because the
wheat that has been garnered there is
much less than was anticipated.

The PREMIER: But some districts
will exceed the first estimate. While
we do not anticipate that we shall
reach the estimate which was published
by the Qovernmnent Statistician, we
believe there will be a surplus for milling
purposes. I also believe that the surplus
will not be sufficient to carry us over
until the next harvest. Whether we will
be faced with a flour famine, as anti-
cipated by the millers, I am not in a6
position to say. The mills of the State
are all privately owned, either by indi-
viduals, firms or companies, and if
wheat is not here the public will look
to the millers to secure it for the -purpose
of gristing it into flour. While I do
not think I should give away all the
business transactions of the public, the
difficulty, I understand is that the
present conditions prevailing in regard
to shpping freights is of such a nature
that it is rather a risky business to
undertake the importing of wheat at
this stage. There are possibilities of
the bottom falling out of the wheat
market in the perhaps not very distant
future. If it should so happen that
the Baltic became a free port owing
to the war being declared off in say,
two or three months' time, which may
be within the realms of possibility,
that would release a tremendous harvest
from that quarter of the globe, and it
would bring about a considerable re-
duction in the price. That being the
case, the millers are running a risk
in importing wheat to this State. They
approached mns in connection with the
matter on the 27th, January, and I
then offered on behalf of the Govern-
meat to do anything within reason to
enable them to import -what they con-
sidered was a necessary quantity of
wheat to grist into flour, recognising
that the responsibility riested on the
Government of seeing that the food
supplies of the people were pr-widod for.
Millers suggested that we sli.uld pro-
vide for credit, as Payments had to be
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made for imaportations in London and
the present rate of exchange was so
high, 35 per cent., that. it made it a
costly business, as well as a risky one.
They also fairly pointed out that as
wejhad a commission controlling the
prices there might be an outcry against
the cost of the production of the dour
owing to the cost of landing the imported
wheat, and the commission might then
make the transaction a loss. We gave
an undertaking that if the wheat was
imported owing to the conditions being
as they are, we would pernit the millers
to make a reasonable profit and would
guarantee them to that extent and
thatjextent only. We recognise that
while the market may change eventually,
if we are going to undertake the im-
portation of wheat now they must be
protected in future and to that extent
we are prepared to protect them. I
also undertoek, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, to arrange for letters of credit
for payments in London and on a beis
satisfactory to the millers as well as to
the State, but after a. fair amount of
negotiation between the millers' re-
presentatives ad the Under-Treasurer,
I understand that no agreement could
be arrived at. In the first instance I
laid it down as a definite understanding
with the 'Under Treasurer that we were
not to be at any loss, but he had to
make certain that any arrangements
entered into should be on the basis
that the responsibility would be theirs
and not ours. I considered it was not
right that under existing conditions we
should take all. the risk, or play, as it
were, with a two-headed penny. That
was one phase of the question which
I had to carefully consider. It might
be suggested that we as a State might
undertake theimportation of the necessary
wheat to make up the shortage, but
hon. members will understand that we
might import a class of wheat which
the millers, finding it in the meantime
possible to get wheat supplies from
elsewhere, would consider unsuitable
for milling, and.,would refuse to take
delivery of it. In that case the wheat
would be left on our hands and we would
be involWed in considerable loss. It

is not the desire of hon. members opposite,
I am sure, that the Government should
enter into any speculative business under
existing conditions,

Hion. Frank Wilson: Not under
any conditions.

The PREMIER: It ,1would be a
speculative proposition to import wheat
on the risk of the millers taking or
refusing it. While the millers assured
us that they would take delivery, I
-wanted things done in a business-like
way and desired something in the
nature of an agreement that payment
would be made on delivery by the
Government to recoup the State. The
expenses should be kept down to
a minimum and there should not be a
single penny of profit in it in order to
assist the millers to conserve the food
supplies of the people. I am prepared
to arrange letters of credit for payment
in London on millers giving a proper
guarantee that they will be responsible
for the importation. Already one miller
to my knowledge has arranged for the
importation of a certain quantity of
wheat, and I think other millers should
undertake a similar responsibility. 'here
may be some difficulty in arriving at
a mutual understanding. I am un-
doubtedly opposed to a combination if
it can be avoided, but I am prepared to
put my principles in my pocket under
existing conditions and enable the
millers to combine in this way and
obtain wheat for the State. There are
all sorts of possibilities concerning a
proposal of this kind, but if the millers
undertake the responsibility for the
benefit of the food supplies of the people,
I am prepared to help them. There
might be an element of gambling in
it because the bottom might fall out of
the market, but ijo would net be fair to
ask the millers to take the whole of
the risk, as the action contemplated is
in the public interejt, and it would
probably suit the mnillers better to
close down their mills and to take tic
further ri-3k of losing perhaps thousands
of pounds on a transaction of this niature
without some guarantee that they will
be recouped for their outlay. I amn
prepared to repeat publicly that if the
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millers will import the necessary wheat,
we shall arrange the financial part
subject to themn giving a guarantee
that the State -will be recouped. We
shall protect their interests so far as
seeing that they get a proper return and
fair millers' profits, though we will
also be careful to see that they do not
use the opportunity as one for gambling.
This is as fair an attitude as we can
adopt and I hope that even yet the
millers will be able to come to some
arrangement in combination to bring
about the result I have indicated.

MOTION-PARLIAMENTARY AL-
LOWA-NCES, TO REDUCE.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)*
[4-49): I move-

That, in the opinion of this House,
the Government should immediately in.
trorluce an amendmnent to The Par-
liamentary Allowances Act, 1911, pro-
viding for a reduction of all members'
allowances, including the President,
Speaker, Chairman of Commnittees, and
Leader of the Opposition, by at least
£100 per year. Also that a similar
provision to Section 4 of The Payment
of Members Act, 1900, be inserted, viz.,
that Ministers, whilst in receipt of
M inisterial alaries, shall not be entitled
to draw their members' allawances.

In moving this motion, I need hardly
point out that it is necessary on account
of the extraordinary conditions which
this State is unfortunately experiencing
at present. The allowance to members
of Parliamrent, is frequently referred to
as a salary. I do not regard it as such ;
indeed the Act which legalises the
payment terms it a parliamentary allow-
ance, and in no sense of the word can
it be called salary or wages. 'I em-
phasise this point because if a person
is paid a salary he-us undoubtedly bound
to devote the whole of his time and
energy to his employment.

Mr. Bolton: You know some of us
do that.

*Hon. J. D). CONNO LLY: And such
a person is barred, particularly by my
friends opposite, from engaging in any
other occupation while in receipt of

salary or wages for the position he
happens to occupy.

Mr. Bolton: That is why you propose
to reduce it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY -. The pay-
ment to members should not be regarded
as ealary. It has never been termed
salary by the Act. It is clearly an
allowance given to members for certain
time devoted to their parliamentary
duties,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister); A rose by any other name,
etc.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY:. In this
case there is a good deal in the name,
as I will show the Honorary M1inister.

Hen. R. H, Underwood (Honorary
Mfinister) : There is a good deal behind
it, too.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY:- I am not
now convinced, although the principle
has been in force for a great many
years, that the payment of members is
a good one.

M~r. Bolton : Ala! that is the sting.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The time

for debating that phase of the matter,
however, has long since past. The
principle has been accepted in the
British colonies and in the Mother of
Parliaments, and whatever my private
opinion might be, that question has been
settled once for all.

?&. Bolton: You want to alter
it by your motion.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : No, I do
not. At present the State is passing
through a very strenuous period. Memn-
bers of Parliament may be likened to
the directors of a company. They
receive fees or an allowance for certain
tune devoted to their duties. Directors
receive fees for sitting at certain times
to manage the aff aims of a company
exactly as we sit in Parliament to
manage the business of the country.
The directors employ their talents at
other times to add to their salaries
and so do members of Parliament. It
is an order of the day with the present
Government that certain Government
officials should be reduced ; that is
to say, they are to work less time and
to receive a lower salary than formerly.
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Wle are working more time.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Railway
men have been reduced by the equivalent
of half a day a week simply because
there is not the volumfe of work to
keep themi fully employed. This applies
also to memibers. of Parliament ; there
is not the work for us to do. This is not
a time for legislation, and therefore
members should be satisfied with a
smaller allowance thtan they have been
receiving, namely £300 a year. It
would have been very much better if
members from the outset had not received
anything like their present Allowance.
It they had started with an allowance
of £ 100 or £9160 a year. it would have
forced them to continue at their ordinary
occupations.

Mr. McDowall -It would have forced
the Labour party out of Parlisament.-

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : It would
not have done that, but it would have
been for the good of members if they
could only realise, it. If they had
received an allowance of £100 or £150
a year, they would have been forced
to occupy their time in their usual
Avocations.

M1r. Thomnas: We would have had
to borrow some of your old clothes in
order to appear here decently.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The hion.
member does it now. If my suggestion
had been in vogue fromn the outset, when
the time came for any of us to relinquish
his seat in the House, he would still
have had his ordinary business to
fall back on. Nothing could make a man
less fit for is@ ordinary occupation than
to spend a number of years in Parliament.
Hle gets out of touch with his business
and I do not think he is any better off
in pocket in consequence of having had
a hundred or two a year extra daring
his term as a member.

Ron. U. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister). How much do you think
he get before entering Parliamtent ?

Ron. J. fl. CONNOLLY. If members
had kept in touch with their occupations,
they would have kept themselves in
form.

The Premier:. You could not do that
while a 'Minister,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I will come
to that directly.

The Premier: I repeat that you
could not do that while a Minister.

Hon, 3. D. CONNOLLY:- No ; 1
worked all the hours during which I
had the strength to work.

The Premier:- A loL of it wasted,
I think.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY:- I did not
catch the Premier's remark. It would
be patriotic and would be setting a
good example if we adopted this motion.
Although the total reduction would not
amount to very much in the aggregate,
our example would prove an incentive
to the civil servants to give chaser atten-
tion to matters of administration
during the present time of stress. If
Parliament considers that a man
receiving Os. a day can stand a reduction
of 4s. 6d. per week, we ought to be
able to stand a simtilar reduction in our
own allowance.

Mr. Foley! Everyone is willing to do it.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am

giving the hon. mnember Ant opportUntity
to do it.

The Premier: That opportunity
has been present all along. You can
refuse any portion of your salary at any
time if your conscience so dictates.

Mr. Thomas : Why not set a good
example by starting yourself ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That is a
foolish statement. While the State ad-
vances the money, I am at perfect liberty
to accept it and to do as I like with it,
and so long as the law remains on the
statute-book, and other memnbers receive
their allowance, I shall draw the full
amount of mine and distribute it as I
do at present, namnely in the manmer
I think best. But we ought not at
such a time draw our present allowance.
The object of the motion is to reduce
our allowance by at least £100, though
personally I would like a reduction of
£150 to be made.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Goe the whole hog.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY; There is
not a man in this House who has not
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lived on £150 and why could not he do
it again ? There are men to-day who
are going to the front at soldiers' pay
which does not amount to £150 a year.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister):. It amnounts to a lot more
than £150.

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: It does
not. They are going for a couple of
pounds a week and their food.

Mr. Green: You have the samne idea
as regards ordinary wages, have you not ?

Hion. J. D, CONNOLLY: I would
not relish having to live on the reduced
amount, but I could do so and other
members could do so if they would
make the effort, and it is up to us all to
make the effort at the present time.

Mr. Hoilman: XWiII you give the
balance of your salary over £160 1

Hon. J. D. CONiNOLLY: That is
not the point. The question is are
we justified in drawing £300 from the
State when the finances are in such
a condition as we find them to-dayI
I say we are not justified, and that the
l~ast reduction we should make is £109
a year. This reduction would not effect
a very large saving; it would amount to
about £9,200 a year inclusive of £000
a year paid to Minis3ters in addition to
their salaries. This increase was ap-
proved in 1911. It was introduced by
the Government of which the leader
of the Opposition was the head, and
on the motion of the present IPrenier,
I think, it was made retrospective to
the beginning of 1911. As originally
introduced it was to take effect as fromu
the next following Parliament.

Member: What date was the motion
passed by this House ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: During the
previous October, 1910. The alteration
made by the Act was that M1inisters
might draw £ 300 a year as private
member's salary in addition to the
£1,000 a year to which they were entitled
as Ministers of the Crown. That effect
of the Bill was pointed out at the time
by the then Premier when the alteration
was being made, and that explanation
will be found in the Mansard for 1910-11,
page 3608. 'When the Bill went to the
Upper House the point was again

stressed by me, and my remarks will
be found in the same Mansard, on page
3722. The point was emphasised that
Ministers would, in future, be entitled
to draw M.Ninisterial salary as well as
the private member's allowance. When
the next election occurred the present
Ministers were most etnphatic in denying
any knowledge that that was the case,
and they also stressed the point that
they did not believe in it, and pledged
themselves not to draw that allowance.

The Attorney General : Who pledged
themselves ?

Mon. J. 0. CONNOLLY: You all
did.

The P1remier : That is quite incorrect.
Eon, J. D. CONNOLLY: You in-

troduced a Bill for that purpose, and
then you voted against your own Bill.

Mr. Holman: BIut you drew the
salary.

Hen. J. 1). CONNOLLY: Because
on the motion of the present Premnier
the effect of the Bill was made re-
trospective. The present leader of the
Opposition voted against it being made
retrospective. I should have thought
it hardly necessary to draw attention
to the second part of the 10otion1 for the
reason I have stated. Notwithstanding
what has taken place, Ministers have
drawn the additional £-300 a year for
three years.

Mkr. Holman: So did you.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Amounting

in those three years to £6,000.
Hon. Rt. H. Underwood (Honorary

Minister): You would like to be drawing
it again, too.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: f am
simply asking Ministers to forego that
£300, and in their case I do not think it
would be inflicting any great hardship,
because they declared they did not
want it and would not draw it.

The Premier: That is not correct.
If yeu were not in the House I would
tell you what I think of you.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: You
yourself introduced a Bill to do away
with it, and, with the single exception
of Mr. Bath-and it is to his credit that
ho did vote for it--
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The Premier:- That does not bear
out your statement all th&'same. 1
4Hon. J. 1). CONNOLLY": J If aI) ad

thought the Premier -jwould Ahave at-
tempted to deny such a well known
fact-

The Minister for N1ines: He had
denied it repeatedly, a~nd you know it.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY: The Min-
later for Mines made the same statement
too.

The M1inister for Mines: You are
all sorts of a liar.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The 'Min-.
ister must withdraw.

The Minister for Mines: I withdraw,
Mr. Speaker.

Hen. J. D. CONNOLLY:z It is not
proper for a Mtinister to make use of
such ungentlemanly remarks.

The Minister for Mines: A gentleman
would not make such a statement
as yours.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY. So far as
the money is concerned this is not
a very important matter, but from
the point of view of the State the great
principle is involved of doing to others
as you would be done by yourself. If
members will set the example it will
he an incentive to the people of the
State to do what they can to pull the
country out of the financial muddle
which the present Government have
undoubtedly brought it into. I beg
to move-

That, in the opinion of this House,
the Government should immediately in,
trodue an amendment to "The" Par-
liamnentary Allowances Act, 1911,"
providing for a reduction of all members'
allowances, including the President,
Speaker, Chairman of Conmmittees, and
Leader of the Opposition, by at least
£100 per year. Also that a similar
provision to Section 4 of The Payment
of Members Act, 1900, be inserted, iz.,
that Ministers, whilst in rewipt of
Ministerial salaries, shalt not be entitled
to draw their members' allowances.
Mr. EBEN ALLEN (West Perth)

[5-4): 1 second the motion.
The PREMIIER (Hon. 3. Scaddan-

Browahili!-Ivanhee) [5- 5] tOne would
have expected from the hon. member

when submitting a motion of this kind
that he would have given some solid
grounds for asking members to support
his motion ; but all he has~ done is to
repeat what has been frequently stated
here, and what has been as frequently
denied, that the members at present
occupying the T'reasury benches pledged
themselves not to accept the increased
salary provided under the Act of Par-
liament which was passed by my friends
opposite.

Hon. Frank Wilson; You pledged
yourself.

The PREMIER: That statement is
absolutely incorrect. No Minister, ex-
cept Mxr. Bath, has ever mentioned that
he would accept anything less than
the salary authorised by Act of Par-
liament. The statement has been Made
over and over again, and I have re-
peatedly asked those making it to
produce the evidence, but they have
never produced it. I am prepared to
admit that certain members, not our
members, objected at the time to the
increase to Ministers- Hon. members
are not entitled to draw from the fact
that I introduced a Bil11 in this House
to reduce Minidsters' salaries, together
with the salary of the President of the
Legislative Council, The Chairman of
Committees in the Legislative Council,
His Honour the Speaker, and the Chair-
man of Committees in this chamber-
to draw from that the conclusion that
we were prepared to accept a reduction
in salary, if it were to apply only to
Ministers. As a matter of fact I told
the House publicly that I was not
prepared to ask my colleagues to work
in their offices for twelve months from
early morning till late at night for what,
after all, considering the many payments
which have to be made, as the member
for Perth well knows, would leave them
a salary individually [I.;s than that of
the President and Chairman of Commit-
tees in the Legislative Council and His
Honour the Speaker.

Member:- That is not the point.
The PREMIEUR: It is the point-

The Chairman of Committees, the Presi-
dent, and His Honour the Speaker only
work while the House is in session, and
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only white we are actually sitting.
Ministers have to be he;.-e when the
House is sitting and to be in their
offices all day carrying on the public
business as welL. I told the Committee
then that if they struck out the pro-
vision to make the reduction in the
salary of those officials that I would go
no further with the Bill. I publicly
Stated that, and I publicly acted on it,
and I am going to maintain that position.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- You said a
great deal more than that.

The PREMIlER: N o Minister nor
any member, so far as I know, has
suggested that Ministers Should not
draw that salary so long as it remains
on the Statute Book. I want to say,
moreover, that I have never hoard it
urged that a Minister is not worth the
amount he is -being paid under the
present Act. May I tell hon. members
that there are gentlemen in this State
conducting businesses, not one per cent.
asj large as those which Ministers have
to control, with not one per cent, of
the responsibility a MN-inister has to
carry, who are getting £2,000 a year
as well as perquisites.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How ran you
gauge that ?

The -PREMFEMR: Hew can I gauge
that!I If I were to mention the
particular institution I have in mind,
the hen, member himself would app e-
ciate it ; but I am not going to mention
the name.

Mr. Male : How do you know ?
The PREMIER: [Ihappen to know,

and I am giving the hon. member my
word that it is correct. The hon.
member (Mr. Coennolly) said that we
might set an example. That is a
magnificent idea, to be patriotic, to sot
an example. To set an example to
whom3 may 1 ask ?

MAember: To the public service
The PREM1FER:- To the public

service. I am sick and tired of hearing
that. The public service of the State
is itself setting a splendid example to
the people of the State, including the
hon. member himself. There are mem-
bers of the public service receiving less
Salary than the hon. member's income.

who are contributing portion of it with
the patriotic desire of holping the State
and the Empire. What is he doing?
Mlany people Suggest Ministers might
set an example, while they themselves
are doing nothing but riding round in
their carriages or motor cars, and they
are in receipt of an income treble that
of Ministers.

2fr. Male : Hou do you know they
are doing nothing 7

The PREMIER: 1 know. They are
jaunting round the country now.

Mr. Male : But that does net show
they are not doing anything.

The PREMIER: The hen. nmbor
is in a position to do a little hinself.

Mr. Male: He does do a little,
The PRE"MIER: We do not knew

it. This business about setting an
example does not appeal to me i the least.

Mr. Male:- I know it does not:
The PREMIER: There are people

in the State who urge that we should
set an example, but when we demanded
from those very people that they bear
a fair Share of taxation on their in-
come-

Member : And not single out the
civil service.

The PREM[ER:- Yes, and nut Single
otit the civil service. We showed that
we were prepared by the Bill introduced
last session to Si~bscribe, in my own
case 15 per cent. of my income, to
the Treasury of the State to carry us
over the trying period ; hut we also
called upon everybody else receiving
a sim-ilar income to do the Same.

Mr. Mfunsie : Did that include the
member for Perth ?

The PREMIER - Yes.
Mr. Munsie : That is what hurt.
The PREMIER: Yes, it came too

near home. He is new cleverly drawing
a red herring acress the track, en-
deavouring te make it appear that ha
is patriotic in saying " I ami prepared to
hand back 1100 of my salary "-but
he is not saying anything about th,
£300, and probably s vveral three hun.
dreds, he receives from sources other
than the Treasury. He is only playing
to the gallery. Why does not the hon.
meomber face the position fairly 7 W~hat
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would it mean to the State if iEm
contributed the whole of their
hlow much would it help ? Thc
member knows it would not help
1 am almost disposed to expose
of these patriotic individuals xvh
so much about setting an exi
We had the spectacle the othe
of a reporter of the IlVest Aus
rushing round' to everybody, %w
thought would he likely to gii
information, to discover whcthei
isters are paying contributions I
Distress Fund. He first enquired
the Minister for Lands, M1r. Joti
then he saw Mr. Collier ; then I1
Mr. Underwood ; then lie we
Mr. iDodd ; then. he saw Mr. N
the Secretary of the War Relief
Mr. 'Walton thle Treasurer, an
Colonial Secretary through wig
understood Ministers' cheoques
be made available ; and finally 1wc
to see Mr. Nicholson.

"Mr. Hohinan:- Did lie not into
Mrs. Tracey ?

The PREMIER: She it the
person lie missed. The report
the W~est Australian might have
along a statement and said " 9
what Sir 'Winthrop Hackett is
and I would like to know what
isters are doing." Then wve woeuk
understood the position. A re
from the Daily News miight hay
"This is what 'Mr. Lovekin is d
or "This is what Mfr. McCallum
is doing.' Had this been, del.
would have been able to apprecia
attitude of nmembers who talk so
about setting an example. itj
a nmatter (or members alone to b
riotie, but for every citizen a
State. We have shown that u
prepared to carry en shoulder to sh,
with every other person in the
I know, of course, that the hon. in
will talk about '" your ow,%n mic
" IS it your owln money" if it
received from the Treasury, froi
country's revenue ; but it is
body else's money if it is received
that quarter. I ami not prepar
agree with the mover on that
I say that a loan's income is hifi

[ASSEMB3LY. I

inibers money whether it is earned by him
4asT through the transaction of public business
Shon. or through the transaction of some

much. other business. In either case, I eon-
some tend, it is public money ; anid I mnain-

o talk tama, above all, that everyone in the
am"ple. State should be prepared to carry his
r day fair share of the public burden. I
tralian4 am quite prepared to carry my share
ho he of it. I have already proved that
re himl by the taxation Bill which I intro-

.nill duced lost session, and which applied
o the to Ministers equally with every other
I from mnember of the community. It is pea-
[mif~l ; sible that 1 could less afford that pro-
te Saw posed taxation than could Some of
ut to the hon. members who talked so touch
eville, about the war tax. I have had to
Fun'd, struggle pretty hard in my time, and
di the have had to be careful of every penny
an he in order to make ends meet ; and I
woulid do not intend, simply because to-day

went I happen to be in the position of re-
ceivring a somewhat larger 4salary than

5rview1 in the past, to place myself in the position
suggested by the member for Perth,

O niy with a view to enabling someone else
or of to escape his responsibility. I will
taken leave this bench first. ] consider I earn

'his is the Salary just as well as it was earned
doing, by any previous Treasurer. The mover
iMin- asserts that members of this Chamber

I have are not justified in drawing £300 a year
!porter while the State is in its present position.
o said It may be that we are not justified
oing," in drawing our Parliamnentarxy salaries.
Smiith But I wish to urge on the lion. member
to We the necessity for pointing out to others
to the that they are not justified, having regard
much to the present unhappy position, in

.s; not earning huge profits-profits greater.
o pat- in some instances, than were earned
f the prior to the outbreak of war;, for ex-
'0 are ample, that certain hon. members are
oulder not justified in making money by the
State. issues of " War Specials " containing no
ember fresh intelligence--such "' War Specials "
iney" as the Sunday Times was in the habit
is not of issuing and charging an extra penny
n the for, thus making larger profits than
some- ever before in its history. Such is the
fern class of people who refer to tho 50

ed to members of this House as " political
score. oppressors," and " legislative grabbers."
Iown If they were to tell the truth about this
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matter they would say that the people
to-day earning larger profits by reason
of the unfortunate condititions prevail-
ing are the real grabbers. They are
the grabbers, because by the attitude
they have adopted in the Press, they
have prevented the passing of legislation
which would have compelled every mnem-
ber of the community to carry his fair
share of the common burden. All we
ask is, that every pemson should bear
taxation according to his income in
existing conditions--not according to
his income in conditions previously
existing. Under the legislation which
was proposed, the incidence of taxation
would have been fair: where there
was no taxable income, no taxation
would have been imposed ; and where
there was a large income there would
have been a correspondingly largd tax,
because the recipient of that income
would have been better able to pay
taxation. But, in these circumstances,
for an hon. member to come here and
ask fifty members-out of a com-
munity of 320,000-each. to con-
tribute £E100 per annum in order
to help the Treasurer, is just
about an unstatesinanlike an attitude as
could be adopted, and an attitude just
about at the level of the member for
Perth. If that hen, member considers
himself worth only £200 a year to the
community, I will be prepared to receive
the excess payment from him to-morrow.
In view of all his talk about setting an
example, the member for Perth m-ight
very well have come along to the Trea-
sury to-day and made a deposit of the
excess he has received beyond the £200
at which he rates him-self as a legislator.
And then he could have come along here
and said to honL members, " I want you
to do the same, because I have set the
example."

Hon. J. D). Cornolly:. I have not
sufficient faith in v'our financial ad-
ministration.

The PREMIER: There is no Pat-
riotism in the hon. member's attitude.
It is merely a matter of truckling to the
Press and of playing to the gallry-
playing to the gallery and self-advertise-
ment. I ask hon. members to consider

calmly what the proposal of the member
for Perth means. Possibly it means,
as the hon. member himself asserts, the
setting of something in the nature of
an example. But wve have had some
experience already of the results of setting
examples, as I liave explained ; and
there has not been very much effect. I
do not know whether it is altogether
desirable that we should set further
examples, except in accordance with the
manner in which we are empowered to
do it, namely by saying, " We will pay,
and everybody else able to pay will pay,
and no one shall, under existing con-
ditions, have an opportunity of escaping
his fair payment." There is not a
muember on this side of the House, or,
I believe, on the other side of the House
either, but is prepared under existing
conditions to contribute a proportion of
his income to the service of the State,
providing every other member does it.
At all events, I do not believe there is a
member game to get up and dissent
from such a proposal. Let lion. mem-
hers do what they consider tme right
thing, regardless of the Press of this
State. If an lion. member feels in doubt.
I tell him that -when he knows the people
who control the Press of Western Aus-

tralia as well as .L know themn he will
worry very little indeed about them.

Mr. Smith - You are only simulating
all this.

The PREMIER:- Unfortunately, so
many of the public road an article by
someone of whom they know nothing
and assume that article to be an expres-
sion of public opinion. In point of
fact, it is nothing of the sort. If the
writer of the article were really expressing
public opinion, then he should be a
member of this House. But, in truth,
he is merely a penman, and in writing
his article does not express public opinion
any more than does a schoolboy writing
an essay. indeed, the writer in the
newspaper does not express even his
own opinion, but that of the proprietor
of the journal in which the article ap-
pears. Can there be a better example
Of What T State titan is afforded by the
fact that the Sunday Times of Perth
and she Sunday Sun of Kalgoorlie are
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both owned, or practically owned, by
the same person, and the further fact
that the $unday Sun consistently sup-
ports the present Government and ad-
vocates the construction of the Esper-
anee Railway, while the Sunday Times
is continually pulling to pieces the
Esparance Railway and the Glovernent
as well.

Mr. Smith: You are wrong.
The PREMIER: It is all a question

of circulation.
kdr. Smith:- You are wrong. The

Sunday Times supported the Esperance
Railway.

The PRELMIER :- Latterly.
Mr. Smith : Always.
The PREMIER: The lion. member

does not read his own newsrpaper. I
mention these facts merely for the pur-
pose of showing that there are different
forms of patriotism. That is all. 1
contend that the proper form of pat-
riotism-

'Mr. Smith: Your form of it.
~The PREMIER: Under existing eon-

ditione is for members of Parliament
to stand side by side with everybody
else and contribute under compulsion,
instead of allowing some people to squat
down and contribute nothing while en-
joying the same income as previously,
or even a larger income. When the
people of this State are prepared to
make the bearing of the burden general,
I shiall be prepared to introduce a mneasure
which will attain that end.

Member:- The people are prepared
now.

Hont. Frank Wilson: Try them.
The PREIER. I am hopeful that

they are so prepared. That, after all,'
is the only true form of patriotism in
the financial sense. It is all very well
for certain people to use the columns
of newspapers with a view to diverting
public attention from themselves. But
the community in general is beginning
to ask what those people are doing.
The fact is that their one object is to
draw a herring arcoss the trail. They
say to themselves, "Members of Parlia-
ment are good sport; we will tackle them,
and draw attention to the £300 a year
they are getting."

Air. Smith: Come on the staff.
The PREMIER: I have in my pos-

session evidence sufficient toc prove that
there are in this House lion, members
who receive seven times as much as I
am receiving ; and they receive that
without any cost whatever to themselves.
And yet I have never seen their names
flourishing on subscription lists during
the last few months. Next, why are
members of Parliament to be the only
people to practise patriotism ? If there
is anyone patriotic, I say, it is myself,
to remain here on this bench under ex-
isting conditions. We had the spectacle
here only recently of aL patriotic president
of the Liberal League rising to declare
that the conditions are such as to impel
him to thank God that the Liberals are
not in power. There is no object in
being patriotic under Baich conditions.
Anybody can say to his neighbour, "You
enlist and go to the front,. and save me."
There is not much patriotism in that
attitude of waving a flag and telling the
other fellow to go to the front and do
the fighting. And to tell fifty individuals,
members of Parliament though they be,
that they must bear the burden for
320,000 people is also very cheap pat-
riotism. This is the time for true pat-
riotism, and not for such ani exhibition
of false patriotism as we are not likely
to see even from any fleorman ever likely
to come into Western Australia. It is
just as -well to be plain on this matter.
There is nothing in the lion. member's
actioni except a bit of playing for cheap
popularity and a desire to give pleasure
to the Press. There are certain mnem-
bers w-ho must have the Press to back
them. It is a matter of bread and miilk,
of absolute necessity, to some members
to get the backing of the Press. The
true test of a politician here however,
is to stand up against the Press of this
State.

Mr. Smith: What about the Kal-
goorlie Mfiner and the Wesra I ion IVorker,
and the backing you get froin those
papers?1

The PREMLIER: As for that, I think
the W~orker once referred to me as a
great and good muan. I am fully awrrc
that I am great, but I freely a cknumw
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ledge that I am not very good. Corn.
pare those papers, however, with other
journals that are writing about the
necessity for everybody's sinking party
feeling and coming to the help of the
Government in order to carry the count-
try through a period of acute difficulty.
What are the papers that make those
professions doing, in point of fact ?
'Never in the history of this State has
the Press of Western Australia got
down to the paltry attitude which those
journals are assuming at this juncture;
and that merely from a party stand-
point. I do not worry the slightest
bit about them, and I do not propose
to do so. But I am willing now at any
moment to contribute a fair proportion
of mi-y income from any and every source
if other people are similarly prepared
to contribute their proportion. Until
then, however, I am not prepared to do
so ; and the journals in question may
call me " grabber," or " non-grabber,"
just as they please.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[6- 25] : I have certainly been highly
edified by the remarks of the Premier
on the motion moved by the member
for Perth (Hon. J. D. Connolly). If
not directed, the Premider always misses
the point ; and he does it, as I think,
purposely at times. 'When it suits his
purpose, the hon. gentleman for pre-
ference seeks to draw 0 red herring
across the trail. Hie flies into a passion,
and discusses something that is quite
foreign to the motion. For my part,
I am quite prepared to admit that my
friend the Premier is, according to his
own definition, absolutely a true patriot
of the Empire at the present moment.
For, does he not remain in' power with
his colleagues and continue to control
the destinies of the State 7 Does he
not go on drawing his salary, and do not
his colleagues continue to draw their
salaries, for so coutrofing the destinies
of Western Australia ?

Mr. Green:- They go on earning them
as well.

Hon. FRA-NK WILSON: And the
Premider holds on his course notwith-
standing the attacks and hostility of.
the newspapers partially owned by the

member for North Perth (Mr., Smith)
aiLd of that red rag which flutters in
St. George's Terrace and is controlled
by Mr. Lovekin-

The Premier: You will be getting
into trouble.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: To say
nothing of that newspaper over which
the hon. gentleman is always emptying
the vials of his wrath, namely the 'West
Australian, owned by Sir Winthrop
Hackett.

Mr. Thomas: God bless him!I
The Premier: Are you giving a toast ?
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not

think that anyone could dispute the
Premier's' claim to be considered a
statesman if the definition of a states-
man is, one who reviles the Press and
takes no heed of popular opinion.

Mr. O'Loghlen:; Is it popular opinion?
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre'

ier termed it such- Undoubtedly, the
Premier during the past three or four
years has devoted a considerable part
of his time to reviling the Press of this
State, or, at any rate, that portion of it
which ventures to criticise him and his
Administration.

Member ; The Press reviled the Pre-
mier.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: It was the
Premier who reviled the Press. We
have 'had an exhibition of that this
afternoon. We who, unfortunately,
have been sitting in opposition to the
Premier have also had to suffer our
share of the Premier's outbursts, from
time to time.

The Premier : I will give you more
yet.

Hon. FRANK WIL SON: The Pre-
mijer hits out regardless of friend or foe-
it does not matter which-hits out and
bites and kicks at any mortal thing,
apparently with the object of letting
the public know he is there. That
would appear to be the principle of
the Premier's statesmanship. I wishi
the member for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas)
would bear this in mind at the next
selection for Sunday afternoon speaking.
The Premier said something about the
Liberals thanking God that they are not
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in power ; or he said that some Liberal
had made a statement to that effect.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The statement was
made by Mr. Moss.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In the cir-
cumstances, I do not think there is any-
thing highly criminal in the statement
attributed to Mr. Moss, if he did make
it. I do not know that there is any
high degree of criminality attaching to
Mr. Moss if that gentleman did express
a feeling of thankfulness for the fact
that the Liberals do not bear the re-
sponsibility of clearing up the horrible
chaos and mess into which the Premier
and his friends have permitted the State
to drift during the past three or four
years. Is it not reasonable to ask
the men who have created the difficulty
to devise some means of getting the
State out of that difficulty ? I do not
see why the member for Perth (Hon. J.
D. Connolly) should be absolutely jumnp-
ed upon by the Premier because lie
ventured to suggest that lion. members
in this and another Chamber, including
Ministers, should suffer some reduction
in salary during the present financial
stress.

Mr. Bolton:- That is not the object
of the motion.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: What the
object may be I do not know. The lion.
member did not consult mae. I do not
know what his object is, unless it be
to assist in extricating the State from
its present financial circumstances.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: How much will
you contribute ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hion,
member will find that I have contributed
as much as he has done, and perhaps
more. However, that is not the point.
It is not what any individual has con-
tributed. That has to be left to a mn'es
conscience, and I think it is very bad
form for the Premier to refer to other
people, more especially lion. members,
and what they have contributed. It i
of no use throwing out challenges. In
proportion to my means and my re-
sponsibilities 1, like the Prem-ier, am
quite prepared to Contribute with any
one else in the House or in the State
to any proper object. I am prepared

to submit to a reduction in salary if that
is considered the proper way to relieve
the financial situation.

Mr. Taylor:- You know that will not
be a great relief.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Every little
helps. In such times as this we have
to look to the pence. The Premier seems
to think it quite suifficient answer to a
suggestion of this sort to revile the
member who dares to introduce it, and
to ask, What you have done with your
income?" as if the hon. member was
not entitled to his income.

Mir. Thomas: That lion. member
assumes the right to take our incomes
from us.

Hon. FRANK, WILSON:- Nothing of
the sort. He assumes the right to
suggest that members of Parliament,
together with other employees of the
State, shall suffer some reduction in
their salaries.

Mir. Foley: Who on this side has
refused to do that ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON:- Well, why
make all the trouble.?

Air. Foley: Sit down and try us with
a vote.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am not
going to be intimidated by my pugilistic
friend. He cannot intimidate me. If
the hion. member is not satisfied hie can
get up in his plate and reply, or take
up the cudgels elsewhere if he likes.

My. Thomas: What is your opinion
of this proposal ?

H-on. FRANK WILSON: M1y opinion
of the lion, member is not for publication,
but I will give it to him in private. I
am going to keep my opinion of the lion.
member and he may keep his opinion
of me.

Mr. SPEAKER:- Order! I hope hion.
members will refrain from discussing one
another, and will discuss the motion.
It will help the debate and help me in
keeping order.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am sorry
to have been drawn off the track by
these interjections. The motion may not
be couched quite in the language -which
would meet with the approval of all
lion. members--I admit at once that to
my thinking it is not so couched-yet
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the principle underlying it is deserving
of better and more serious consideration
than the Premier apparently is prepared
to give it. The principle underlying it
is not 'what the Premier tries to mislead
us into believing, namely that we must
not he asked to contribute anything until
everybody in the State has agreed to
contribute also in other words, " If you
do not pass my war emergency tax pro-
posals, we will not contribute a penny. "
That is not the attitude which this
motion asks the House to take up.
The motion simply affirms-it states
specific amounts, which I object to-
the principle that we as members of
Parliament receiving remuneration from
the State, in common with other emn-
ployees of the State, are prepared to
suffer some reduction during the present
financial crisis. That is all. It has
nothing to do with the outside business
man the Premier has referred to. Theo
Premier says he knows of a manager in
receipt of £2,000 a year and perquisites,
who does not do one-tenth the amount
of work the Premier himself does. Who-
ever before heard a statement like that
from any responsible Minister ?

The Premier: No, I said lie had not
one-tenth the responsibility.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well, take
it at that. But the Premier forgets
that the employers of that manager
evidently see in hita some ability, or they
would not give him that salary.

Hon. R. H1. 'Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : The employers see something
in the Pret'lier eO- they Would not put
him here.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If the
manager referred to does not produce
his results hie will not get his pay. But
what is the result of the management
of my firiends opposite during the last
three and a half years ? We have got
our finances into such a tangle that we
do not see how we are ever to get them
straight again. Of course they are all
good fellows to meet individually, but
they are bad administrators, They have
not had the experience, and the country
has been paying for their experience
ever since they took office. Three years
ago I pointed this out in emphatic

language when I said that lion. members
opposite were there to gain experience
at the expense of the country. How
then can we compare the position of the
Premier or any of his colleagues with
that of a, business manager who is
drawing even £2,000 a year and per-
quisites, as the lion. member puts it,
and who must, if he is to be kept there
for a single month, produce his salary,
together with profits for his employer?
If hie cannot do that he will not be
there for five minutes. His special
training has adapted him to the work,
although he may not have anything like
the responsibility-or the temperament-
of the Premier ; who evidently can
accept responsibility and let it slip off
his back like the proverbial water from
the duck. The Premier went on to
make an attack on wealthy men riding
in motor cars and, as hie says, conitri-
buting nothing. The Premier has no
knowledge of what these men are con-
tributing. He cannot know how the
people contribute.

The Premier: They make a statutory
declaration, so I ought to know.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It does not
follow because certain contributions are
acknowledged in the Press, we know
what people are contributing. It is
absolutely wrong to create a feeling
against ono section of the community,
as the Premier is continually doing,
a feeling that because these people can
afford to ride in motor cars it is clear
that they are not fulfilling their public
duties to the country as others are doing.
I think it is a commendation if people have
been able to earn through their industry
a competency and can live in comfort;
they ought not to be held up to ridicule
and contempt by the Premier, It is
raising that bitter class feeling which is
so much to be deprecated and I certainly
think it is a great pity that the Premier's
line of argument should always take the
same course.

The Premier: Do you call that which
I read out to you just now raising a
class feeLing: sending reporters round
to a dozen firms, making investigations
into my private income?7
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.Hon. FRANK WILSON: I think that
is absolutely wrong.

The Premier: Welt it is your journal.
Hon. FRANKC WILSON: It is not;

I have nothing to do with it. It does
not pat me on the back.

The Premier:- It pulls your leg a bit.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: No; it

used to commend me when I was in
power, but now when there are any
bouquets to be thrown they usually go
to the Premier. Then the Premier
attacks an hon. member because lie is
part owner of a newspaper, and says
he is not justified in accepting additional
profits made out of special editions.

The Attorney General: No, merely
that it is hypocritical that the hon.
member will not himself do what he
wants others to do.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: At all
events, it has nothing to do with the
motion.

The Attorney General: But it is
hypocritical.

, Hon. 'FRANK WILSON:- Nothing
of the sort. The Attorney General is
hypocritical. It is unfair to attack
any hon. member on his personal business
concerns or his personal profits, if the
Premier happens to know what they are.
It is not all beer and skittles, even in
newspaper ownership. I have an interest
in a newspaper, and I have not yet seen
a single penny for it,

The Premier: What newspaperI
Hon. FRANK WILSON:- I am not

going to tell you ; at all events it is
not the Worker. It is not all beer and
skittles, for newspapers have been known
to lose huge fortunes, and I venture to
say that even if the hon. member is
making profits to-day, possibly lie had
to face losses in the past, and will have
to face them another time in the future.
The general commercial men of the State
may, it is true, have been earning reason-
able profits during the past five or 10
years, but many are now making huge
losses. They have to face these parlous
times which will be upon us probably
for the next two years, and indeed may
last for more than two years. They
have to face a very serious tine. It will
not be a question of getting £300 a year

to live on for most of these businesses
but a case of how much these men can
save from their losses and to what ex-
tent they can cut their losses down.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): We tax their incomes niot
their losses.

Han- FRANKC WILSON: Let us dis-
cuss matters calmly and .with some sort
of judicial temperament without indulg-
ing in personalities and making absurd
comparisons. There is this difference
which exists. If we try to compare
the different Government departments
and Parliament itself with the outside
public engaging in all different callings
that go to make up the commercial
life of the country, then we make a big
mistake. The Government, irho have
to administer the affairs of the State,
niore particularly. may be safely and
fairly compared with some huge comn-
mercial undertaking within its own
environment. We as the-

Mr. Heitnan: Shareholders.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The inan-

agers, if you liker the term-although
perhaps not managers because some of
us have very little to say in the manage-
ment-or, we will say, the Government
as directors, and we as those who may
disagree with the management hut have
no power to enforce our disagreement.

Mr. Heitmann: You ride in the same
'bus.

Ron. ]FRANK WILSON: Must all
bear our proportion of that retrenchment
which may be deemed to be necessary
under the present financial conditions.
As individual inembers under State
employment, if State employees are
to be asked to suffer a6 reduction and
retrenchment, we surely then should
not object to any reasonable motion
which will convey the fact that we are
prepared also to suffer some retrench-
mnt, if it is necessary to do so in order
to assist the position.

The Attorney General: Are you in
favour of paying a tax in proportion
to your income ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am in
favour of reducing my public salary,
which is the question we are discussing
at the present time. I am-not in favour
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of paying any tax to enable the present
Goverment to get themselves out of
their financial blunders. I will pay
taxes as soon as ever the Government
have shown that they can economiso
in, and administer the affairs of the
State properly. Up to the present,
they have shown nothing but a capacity
for blundering and extravagance, which
certainly does not justify them in calling
upon me, or anyone else, to suffer a
preposterous taxation such as they
proposed to inflict during the last session
of Parliament.

Mr. Heitmana: You say that the
civil servants can pay.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have not
said anything of the sort. If the hen.
member will keep his own remarks to
himself he can say what he likes when he
gets up. I object to his putting words
into my month. The Premier made a -very
great song-and indeed could not for
somne minutes control his indignation
and his wrath-when some mention
was made by the hon. member for
Perth (Hon. S. D. Connolly), who in-
troduced this motion, as to the proposal
to reduce Ministerial salaries, and he
interjected that the hon. member was
quite in the position to refuse to draw
his salary if he liked. This is exactly
what I said to the Government three
years ago, when they defeated their
own Bill to reduce their own salaries,
I told them then that it did nlot require
any law, or the amendment of any law,
to do the right thing if they thought
it was iniquitous to draw their salaries
provided by Parliament and that all
they had to do was, to leave a certain
portion undrawn in accordance with
their pledges and promises. I want
to know why Mlinisters should not adopt
the advice which the Premier, by inter.
jection, gave to the member for Perth
when he moved his motion. Why do
not they follow that advice and refuse
to accept the £300 which they pledged
themselves before the country they
would not take ?

Hon. R. HE. Underwood (H1onorary
Minister): What has that got to do
with this motion?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They pledg-
ed themselves over and over again,
notwithstanding what the Premier has
said, before the- country that they
would reduce their salaries by that
£9300) a years

Mr. Thomas: The Premier cannot be
telling the truth it you arc.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why?
Mr. Thomas:. Because you are making

contradictory statements.
Hon. FRANK WILSON:- I am telling

the hon. member what the truth is.
Mr. Thomas: The Premier has denied

it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I see that
the Premier has left the Chamber. When
he returns I will read his own words.
However, I will accept what the hon.
member for Bunbury says. He says
that either the Premier or myself is not
telling the truth. I say that the Pre-
mier, and his party on the hustings,
pledged himself and party to reduce
these Ministerial salaries. He says he
did not say so, and that no one but the
late Minister for Lands (Mr. Bath) ever
mentioned it. That is what the Premier
said just now when he indignantly
denied this statement. What does he
say on the Parliamentary Allowances
Amendment Act, the second reading of
which he moved on the 12th December,
1911 ?

The Premnier: That was not on the
hustings-

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No.
The Premier: You are making a defi-

nite statement that I pledged myself on
the hustings.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Salary grab.
Air. Heitmann: You twister.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-

mier says-
We are now submitting an amend-

ment to prevent Ministers from draw-
ing salaries as members in addition
to their salaries as Ministers.

Mr. George: Very creditable, in-
deed.

The Premier: I do not know
that there is anything very creditable
about it, but having objected during
the general elections to the increase
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of Ministerial salaries, we now take
the first opportunity of asking Par-
liament to reduce them.

Now, who is right ? -

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister):; The Premier.

H-on. FRANK WILSON:- Of course.
Right throughout the campaign they
made this their great cry against the
Liberals at that tinie, and they went on
to make the most infamous charges.
How can they Say, whel(n a, Bill has
passed through this House, that they
have no knowledge of it ? Suich a
statement has been proved to ho abso-
lutely untrue.

Hon. R. H. .Ltnderwood (Honorary
'Minister) : XWhat has this got to do
with reducing members' salaries ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON:, It has
everything to do with it. It isi a reply
to the Premier. It is a chance of righting
a wrong.

Aft. Heitmnaun:- Right it.

Hon. FRANK. WILSON: That is
what the chance is, and the Attorney
General ought to be the last mnan t o
countenance such a statement as that
made by the Premier, throwing dust
over the whole thing. They say "It
was three years ago and everybody
must have forgotten about it ; and we
can say we did not do this, that or the
other." They are, in fact, trying to
draw a red herring across the trail.
There is the position. There is the
admission of the Premier himself, that
they objected during the general elec-
tions to increasing Ministerial salaries.
The Premier says they did not object
and that that was the reason why they
brought this Bill down to Parliament.
Ron. members will still remember the
disgraceful episodes attached to the
introduction of that measure-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! I have al-
lowed the leader of the Opposition to
refer to the Premier's remarks because
the Premier made certain statements
in reply to those of the mover of the
motion. To further discuss the debate
which took plate on the Bill, however,
would not be in order.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The motion
at the end says-

That Ministers whilst in receipt of
Ministerial salaries shall not be en-
titled to draw their members' allow-
ances.

Surely in discussing that portion of the
motion I can refer to the reasons that
actuated us in passing that legislation
to increase Ministerial salaries, and the
action that was taken in connection
with it.

Mr. SPEAKER-: I am not raising
any objections to the hon. member's
remarks. I have given him that lati-
tude which I think desirable in the
circumstances. I must ask him, hlow-
ever, not to make references to, or to
debate, the discussion which occurred
there, or any scene which took place
during the debate on a measure which
is not now before the House.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am finish-
ed with that now. It appears to me
that the mnotion conveys what the
measure conveys. That is how it ap-
peals. to me. However, I must bow
to your ruling, Sir.

M~r. Foley: You will, I suppose, now
start to discuss the motion.

Hon. B. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister):- I want to hear you when
you. come to the motion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We have
a motion, but I do not like the way in
which it is drawn up. I do not like
the specific mention of the President
and the Speaker, the Chairman of
Committees, the leader of the Opposi-
tion, and Ministers. I should prefer
to see the motion couchea in very
general terms, that Parliament is pre-
pared to submit to a reasonable re-
duction in Parliamentary salaries and
to endorse the principle. We are quite
prepared to do that in common with
the retrenchment scheme, which I pre-
sume the Government have on the
board in connection with the public
service of the State.

The Attorney General : Not retrench-
ment.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Retrench-
ment or reduction, or whatever subter-
fuge may suit the Minister best.
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The Attorney General:- Not unless
it touches everybody.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Call it
reduction in hours if you like. It comes
to the same thing.

The Attorney General: Tax every-
body.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: If there
is going to be a question of taxation
I am going to fight the Minister to the
death. I am not going to be a party to
heaping taxation upon the people who
are already ever-burdened, simply in
order to make good the deficiencies of
a spendthrift Government.

The Attorney General: In order to
meet the requirements of the times.

Ron. FRANK WILSON : The Oov-
erment, with the revenue which they
have been able to show during the past
three years, have still piled up a deficit
of over a million of money, and the
position is such that one cannot in
adequate language describe it. I should
think that the people are realising their
position more and more from day to
day.' They are not going to permit
any measures of taxation which 'will
have for their -object the upholding
of the spendthrift policy which has
been indulged in duning the past three
years. A reduction in expenditure and
a systemn of economy, or retrenchment
if hon. members like, because retrench-
ment must come sooner or later, is a
very different thing from taxation.
The question of taxation does not arise
at the present time. It has first of aDl
to be shown that the Government are
controlling their affairs in a proper and
economical manner and when that is
done, and everything has been cut down
to bedrock, let the Government go to
the people and say "You must make
up that shortage according to your
means." That is the position that I
could never drive into the minds of hon.
members opposite. They do not want
to see it, and they cannot see it.

Mr. Foley: That is what you -were
going to do on the education question.

Ron. PRANK WILSON: I hope lion.
m-tembers, when they com-e to deal with
the motion, will do so in a different

framne of wind to that which the Premier
has adopted.

The Attorney General: Give themn a
good example ; a beautiful nice feeling,
most magnanimous.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I did not
think I had been out of the 'way. Will
the Attorney General turn his powerful
mind to the remarks of the Premier
and see how magnanimous and beau-
tiful these were and ask himself, if
he had been sitting in his old seat ati
the corner of the cross benchies, whether
lie would not have been moving Heaven
itself, and with his arms raised up have
called up the devils froin below to
refute the arguments of the Premier
when lie indulges in such a speech as
that which that hon. gentleman h-as
indulged in. Position alters views. I
am sorry it is so.

The Attorney General: I will quote
the hon. member.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The At-
torney General can quote me.

The Attorney General : I am going to
quote you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I 'would
quote the Attorney G eneral if the Speaker
would perm-it mne.

Mr. SPEAI(-ER: Fr want the hon.
member to discuss the motion. If 1
permit the leader of the Opposition to
discuss the Attorney General the At-
torney General would require to discuss
the leader of the Opposition and so on
ad infinitum.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I will leave
all that. I regret I was drawn into
that position unwillingly. The motion
is drawn up in such a way that I would
not be prepared to vote for it as it stands.
I am prepared to have it amended, and
make it a general motion. I will see what
words we can introduce. Perhaps the
Government will suggest words. That
members are perfectly willing to submit
to a fair reduction in parliamentary
remuneration there is no question.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Ten per cent.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I1 would not

like to say 10 per cent. That is not
much, but a motion couched in general
terms as I have suggested would be all
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right at the present juncture, and could
be carried out in connection with the
Government's general scheme. We do
not know what is going on behind the
scenes. Only those in possession of the
facts can and ought to take the respon-
sibility of outlining a scheme. The
Government of the day should take
that responsibility. If we pass a general
motion that we as members of Parlia-
ment, are prepared to fall into any
general scheme of reduced remuneration
that will cover the position,.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker, Kanowna) (6-3]: The motion
as moved by the lion, member and even
as suggested by the leader of the Op-
position by way of amendment when it
comes forward is, to my mind, a simple
and feeble attempt to evade the real
patriotic duty at the present juncture.
Genuine patriotism is not in placing
burdens on any section of the com-
munity of any kind, or in placing
on the few the responsibility of
doing their duty in the trying efrolun-
stances in which this State in common
with the rest of the Commonwealth
finds itself to-day. This is an exceedingly
vicarious kind of patriotism. It says,
6you pay your money and let rue alone,

you make sacrifices and let me stand
immune."

Hon. 3. Mitchell: Who said that?
The ATTORNVEY GENERAL:- That

is practically what is said by the hon.
member's motion to-night.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not look
at it in that light.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But
that is the light that is conspicuous to
those who view the matter from a wider
standpoint than party politics. Theo
hon. member if hie wished to be a patriot
in the true sense of the word would take
this position, " I will benr my sacrifices
in the ordeal through which the State
is passing to the extent of my ability, and
my ability shall be decided by the like
sacrifice of all exactly in my position as
to income." That is what the hon.
member would do.

Hon. S. Mitchell: What has that to
do with the motion !

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It has
everything to do with the motion. What
does the hon. member advance in favour
of the motion ? That this is a patriotic
action. This is for the salvation of the
British Empire. That is what it amounts
to. "If1 by sacrificing one-third of my
parliamentary allowance it will so inflame
every plutocrat of the State that he
will forthwith rush to the Treasury with
his donation," that is the argument of
the hon. member ; it will set an example.
As the Minister for Mines interjects,
what a generous example it is to sacri-
fice a little of the parliamentary allow-
ance out of the enormous income the
hon. member is receiving.

Hon. J. D). Connolly:- I wish it was
SO.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- The
hon. member knows very well that he
could do without his parliamentary
salary. Hle has inferred to-night that
it would be far better that members
should be paid nothing, that they should
give their services volu.-ntarily-I mean
in their capacity as members-and even
if they did not give their services volun-
tarily, by way of an allowance, £150
would be ample for themn. If this is so,
the hon. member admits,' by that that he
is not dependent on his parliamentary
allowance for the expenses of his life.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Not at all, it
does not follow.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member would not starve or lessen
whatever indulgence he gives to himself
whether in the nature of mere necessaries
or luxuries; he would lessen nothing
if the whole parliamentary allowance
were annulled, and therefore by his own
argument he has income outside this
allowance. What is he going to do as
sacrifice with that income, which is his
legitimate income ? This is only an
allowance to enable hon. members to
meet the expenses they are put to by
virtue of being members of Parliament.
The bon. member knows that it costs
something to be a member of Par-
liamuent. I need not mention the ex-
penses at election times, although they
are considerable, but to inaintab. his
position here at all a member is put to
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expense which none of the ordinary
persons drawing a like income outside
is put to. Therefore the lion. member
will see it is not this allowance that should
be touched by way of sacrifice, because
because he would cease spending moneys
coming to him by virtue of his position,
and be lessening nothing, but it is his
genuine income. What does the hon.
member regard as the incomie on which
he lives ? How much of it is he willing
to sacrifice patriotically ? That is the
question. The hon. member would leave
it untouched.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What does he pay
on it now ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- He
pagp the ordinary income, which is the
normal income.

, Ron. 3. Mitchell:. Federal tax gatherer
as well.

The ATTORNE Y GENERAL:- That
is a Federal obligation which one has to
pay undoubtedly to keep the protection,
to keep the citizenship and the whole
of the benefits that Government confers.
,Hon. J. Mitchell: You are trying to

make out that he does not pay at all.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am

not making that out. The hon. member
has used the argunent of exceptional
sacrifices to meet the stringency of these
disastrous times. He has not men-
tioned the need for making a sacrifice
for keeping the State going, to keep the
chariot wheels in progress. He only
proposes to meet an emergency and to
set an example of glorious patriotism.
That is all the motion is for. If one
wants to put patriotism to the test it is
what one is prepared to specially sacrifice
to meet the occasion. Members who
are prepared to sacrifice their allowance
-being men in good financial circum-
stances--sacrifice merely nothing ; but
are they prepared to devote a portion of
the income over and above what they
are paying in normal times to meet the
requirements of the State ; that is the
test of patriotism. The hon. member
says, this is a good example [or carrying
the measure further, and the same
attitude was adopted by the leader of
the Opposition for reaching the whole
of the civil servants.

Hon. J. Mitchell : Who said that ?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL -. The

hon. member alluded to it in his argu-
ment.

Ron. J. D). Connolly: I said it 'would
be setting an example to the service
if we treated ourselves in this way.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was to be an example to the civil ser-
vants. This is the very ground on
which I object to the motion. If this
-will in this manner place a burden on a
portion of the State and allow the rest
of the community to go scot free, then
we are unjust ; we are not patriots in
any sense of the word, but we are mean
contemptible individuals who, by means
of a subterfuge, compel others to sacrifice
themselves while we bear no burden
ourselves.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: That is your
own argument.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: it is
the logical argument of the lion, member.
Let us test it. Will the hon. member
put himself on a par with the civil ser-
vants? 9When we touch the salary
of the civil servant we touch the very
foundation of his life and home. What
is taken from the civil servant is taken
from the whole of his income on which
he has to live.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : I did not ad-
vocate the taxation of the civil ser-
vants.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- The
hon. member used his argument a-s an
example to the civil servants. Put
every lion. member of the House on the
Same footing as the Civil servants;
leave out of question altogether the par-
liamentary allowance, which is a mere
allowance, a mere grant to help to pay
his expenses, and touch the real income ;
touch the means of living ; touch what
gives one shelter and luxuries and com-
forts, then I am with the hon. member,
and so is every bon. member; but the
paltry shirking of the real question by
saying, " Put your £100 a year into the
Treasury and the civil servants will
follow, and we who have outside incomes
can swell our chests with champagne
and satisfaction."
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Hon. J. Mitchell - It is unworthy
of you.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: How
is it unworthy of me ? Is that not the
attitude adopted ?

Hon. J. Mitchell: It is not.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un.

doubtedly it is. Well then, will the
horn. member agree to the passing of a
measure which will place an equal sacri-
fice on everybody in the State, equally
placed ?

H1on. J. Mitchell:- Give you money
to fling away.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then
why give us this to fling away ? Why
make any reduction or any claim on
anyone?7

Sittingmaupended Irom 6-15 to 7-30 p.m.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I was
protesting against the unfair way that
it is sought invidiously to select mem-
bers of Parliament and the civil servie
to discharge the obligations of the State.
I interjected whilst the leader of the
Opposition was speaking that it would
be preferable to have a tax which would
reach everyone equally, and it was a
spectacle to witness the leader of the
Opposition writhe himself into a stormn
of wrath against such a suggestion as
that. He said that lie would be no
party to a tax to allow the party now
in power to wipe out the deficit and yet
if is one of the chief charges, unjust as
it may be, that he can bring against
this Government that there is a deficit. I

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is enly a
part of what I said. II

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And
the remainder is less worthy of being
quoted.IIIII

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have not
quoted me correctly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL; The
hort. member should try and preserve
the dignity of his position.

Hon. Rank Wilson: I am trying to
make you preserve the dignity of your
position. Quote me correctly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member is going the wrong way
about it, because he is setting me a

terrible example. There was such a
torrent of vituperation and indignation
and abuse that it would take a miracu-
lous memory to retain his verbiage,
unworthy of the street, let alone of Par-
liament, and all because, forsooth, it
was suggested that the equitable way
of dealing with a question of this kind
would be by compelling the sacrifice
to be distributed equally throughout
the community in proportion to the
strength of the back that has to bear
the burden. But if we cannot be
trusted to utilise a tax for carrying on
the affairs of the nation, how can we
be trusted with that enormous sum
that has to come from the sacrifice of
hon. members' allowances ? The
leader of the Opposition is willing to
allow the Government to take charge
of the Treasury, to become possessed
of that enormous sum that would accrue
from this sacrifice, but lie is not willing
to let us possess what would come from
the pockets of the wealthy, of those
who are able to bear the burden. He
will allow us to take what can be collect-
ed from the salaries of the civil servants
but hie will not allow us to collect from
those who wvalk the sacred precincts of
St. G eorge's-terrace. That is the il-
logical position taken by the leader of
the Opposition. I submit, if I: may do
so without imputing motives, that this
is scarcely a move to get money for
the purpose of meeting the exigencies
of the hour, but purposely to belittle
the Governtment in power and the
Labour Party supporting it.

Mr. Bolton: Political capital.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
in other words, its object is political
capital. . . . . . . . . . .

Hon. J. D). Connolly:- But members
on your side are in favour of it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: % I
do not know that they are ; I have not
heard of anyone. I have known utter-
ances of hon. members to be muisrepre-
sented in a section of the daily Press.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: B3y members sitting
oppos ite. , . ' . I I I

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Which
members ?A
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Hon. J. Mitchell; The Premier for
one.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
have known them to be misrepresented.
There is not an hon. member of this
House or on this side of the House, at
any rate, who will not willingly con-
tribute his share in the present mis-
fortune to assist his fellow men, but he
objects to being invidiously selected to
bear the whole burden. He objects to
having a taunt thrown at him that he
must pose as a patriot, whilst others
are allowed to escape without bearing
any of the burden. May I remind the
leader of the Opposition that was the
very objection taken at the time when
the reduction of Ministerial salaries
was brought about. The Bill to reduce
Ministerial salaries proposed to reduce
the salary of the President and the
Ohairman of Committees in another place
and the salary of Mr. Speaker and
the Chairman of Committees in this
place. It was proposed to allow every
salary to remain intact except the
salaries of Ministers, and Ministers oh-
jetted to that invidious distinction, and
the insinuation was then thrown out
that there wore others on this side of
the House supporting that motion be-
cause it was held that the Labour Minis-
try were not worth the salary. That
was the insinuation cast by the leader
of the Opposition.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- It was not an
insinuation ; it was a direct statement.

The ATTORNEY GE'NERAL: Un-
doubtedly. And as he has mentioned
it I will quote the hon. member's exact
words. Moreover, the Deputy loader
of the Opposition was of the same
opinion.

Mr. Bolton: Who is he?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am

alluding to the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchell). I remember I made
an interjection at the time the member
for Northam was speaking to thin effect,
" Do von think £1,300 a year too much
for Ministers !" and the hon. member
replied, "I do'not." In fact he had drawn
that salary, and the leader of the Opposi-
tion was more explicit. In the course
of a speech I was delivering on the

occasion, I said " In his speech the other
night the leader of the Opposition took
up the attitude that the present occu-
pants of the Treasury bench were worth
only £1,000 a year." That was the
attitude he had taken up. It was be-
cause this being a Labour Government
it was only worv'1 £1,000 a year.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I said they were
not worth that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:. And he
went on to say that if he came across
to this side again, as he undoubtedly
would, he would raise the salaries to
£1,300 again. Then there is an inter-
jection by the hon. Frank Wilson, " You
never spoke a truer word in your life. "
No one could 110p) for a reduction of
salaries on those grounds. If it were
a question of depreciating one's merit we
would pit ourselves, and without much
egotism, against the merits of those
who then vacated the Treasury bench,
and who are now seeking to come back.
On those grounds we cannot vote for a
reduction. These are the very grounds
on which I object to the reduction at
the present time. It is nob a case of
whether the salary is not earned or
whether the members of this Govern-
ment are not worth it, but because we
are Labour members, because we are
from Nazareth, as it were. For that
reason, we must make this sacrifice,
and -when the Treasury bench was
occupied by our opponents confronting
use, the salaries would go back to their
old standard again. Moreover, in the
case of members of this House,. it is
because the House is belittled, because
now this being a House chiefly occupied
by Labour members, they are not worth
the ordinary salary. It is against this
that I most vehemently protest. There
is too much tendency to belittle this
Chamber, to make it appear that we
are not worthy of the consideration of
the public in any sense of the word,
that our services to the country are as
nothing. Day by day the tone, the
spirit, the character of this House falls
lower in public estimation, because of
the misrepresentations and the abuse
that springs from pure party motives
fromn the opposite side of the House.
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Hon. J. Mitchell:- No, no.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

member for Northam is a specimen of it
in the attitude he is taking up to-night.+
He can hear no criticism without exhibit-
ing resentment that betokens littleness
of mind and meanness of character.

Hon. 3. Mtitchell:; Surely I cant object
to a statement made by you.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
am not condemning objections made in
a proper spirit, but there must be notice
taken of the hurling of the vilest kind
of abuse, misrepresentation, and slander
against political opponents. We have
heard it to-night in the accusation of
the leader of the Opposition that he
would not be a party to giving us any
incremnent of taxes to meet the increased
necessities of the State while we were
in office. Is that worthy of the leader
of the Opposition? Is that ant indica-
tion of the spirit and tone of Parlia-
ment ? Is that the due respect from an
opponent which every hon. gentleman
ought to receive in the ordinary walkis
of life and much more in the highest
court in the land ?

Hon. J. Mitchell: Sufficient revenue

is collected, now.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- Then

what becofnes of the excuse made to-
night

Hon. Frank Wilson:- Economise first.
Hon. 3. 'Mitchell: The administration

is the excuse.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I

cannot for fear of being pulled up by
Mdr. Speaker discuss this question, but
I throw out this challenge that in the
pure matters of administration the Gov-
ernment have cost the country less than
any of their predecessors.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: You would fall in
badly over that challenge.

The ATTORNEY GNERAL: There
is the school-boy specimen; they pro -
yoke by their intejections replies and
go on murmuring and muttering as if
they were in some playground instead of
in the halls of legislation.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was your
side who were muttering.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
part and parcel of the spirit of this age

to recognise the services which legis-
lators render to their country. In that
most conservative of all the lands of
the British Empire, in England itself,
the principle of the payment of members
has been admitted. In the House of
Commons members are paid and indeed
it has always been so since they have
had a Constitution in Britain. It went
into abeyance for a time, but from the
start of parliamentary institutions, the
payment of members has been a recog-
nised principle and has remained so to
this hour and is now established.,

Resolved: That motions be continued.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
is in accordance with the spirit of the
age that the principle of the payment
of members should be recognised. If
the hon. member's motion were carried
and we supported the whittling away of
this payment first to £200 and then as
he suggested to £150 and finally to £000
and then to vanishing point, what
would be the order of things ?

~Mr. Bolton: That is his object.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No

representative of Labour could enter
into these Chambers unless at enormous
sacrifice. It would mean the destruc-
tion of the Labour party. Even .a

reduction to £150 would have a tendency
in that direction, and I ask the hon.
member if that is the end he is aiming
at. Does he desire to crush the re-
presentation of Labour ? -Is he aiming
to make this the House of the merchants,
of the speculators, of the land agents,
sad of those who are possessed of big
balances at the bank? If not, Iwill quote
again the leader of the Opposition
who admitted that £300 a year was
not too much, nay, was not enough
for moembers to live upon. -The mover
of the motion said this was only a
little allowance to enable a man to
defray his expenses whilst here and
that members ought to engage in some
other occupation and earn money by
other means. I admit that is too
commonly the practice, but if members
wish to do their duty to the country,
if they wish to serve their constituents
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and the whole State as their constituents
deserve to be served, they will find
very little time left on their hands to
engage in any other money earning
occupations.

Mr. O'toghlen : The City mnan has
his opportunities.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- Yes,
but even he has not too many oppor-
tuaities if he does his duty. Members
comle here, listen to debates, decide in
their minds or. among themselves just
how they shall vote, in many cases
without knowing the merits of the
question they vote upon. If the spirit
of our mode mi constitution is carried out,
then it is the duty of every member to
make himself familiar with every measure
submitted, to understand its effect
upon the community, to be able to per-
ceive whether amendments are requisite,
whether we are going too far or whether
it ik advisable to go further.

Mon. J. D3. Connolly: Why do not
you follow that practice out ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Do
not we follow it out ?

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Did you follow
it out when you wanted to rush the
Licensing Act Amendment Bill through
in five minutes 7

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was a simple measure which had been
before hon. members for some time, and
if the hon. member could not grasp the
meaning of every word in every clause
of the Bill in the time, it shows the need
for his political education and for his
mental training. He has no time to
devote to the speculative world, no time
to money earning and amassing outside
of this Chamber ; he has no time for
the agrandisoment of his material con-
dition in the outer world. Let him
look to the quickening of his inteollect,
the .sharpening of his mental vision and
the accuracy of his understanding so
that when a measure so simple and
so small-

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must discuss the motion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL tI am
merely showing how necessary it is to
have payment of members in which the
obligation is cast upon members to devote

their time to the services of the country,
to a study of all Bills, and to a mastery
of all matters submitted to them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: This is not a
motion for the abolition of the payment
to members.

Mr. Bolton : Yes it is.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: -It

is an insidious way of getting that result
brought about. It is one third of the-
step in that direction. It is a reduction
of £100 out of £30 with the intimtation
that it is necessary to go further, that
£E160 is quite enough. That is tanta-
mount to the abolition of the payment
of members, for by no stretch of iml-
agination can £E150 be termed payment
to members for their services. The hon.
member told us plainly where he is
drifting ; he has concealed nothing.
Hie has told us his candid opinion is that
members should not be paid at all but
that he cannot help it because England
and other countries have passed a. law
of this kind, and therefore, he says
regretfully, " We cannot go so far,
though I would like to." There is his
purpose-the abolition of payment to
members, and he would abolish Labour
representation and leave the democracy
of this country without a voice in this
Chamber, and I tell members sitting
opposite that the time has come when
that voice which represents the moving
spirit of the whole of the community can
no longer 'be silenced, when privileged
classes and favoured sections of the
community can no longer have a mon-
opoly of legislation.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! What has
that to do with the motion

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
logical outcome of the motion is to
abolish payment to members, and there-
fore to destroy Labour representation,
because it is the Labour people who
need the payment of £800 a year. It
is those who have comle from the far
distant fields, who have left the mines
to come here to help their fellows, to
make laws which shall make mining safer
to life and more conducive to human
happiness, and more prosperous to their
fellow miners left toiling on the fields-
It is to give them an opportunity to
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live in the metropolis and to come here.
If we reduce the salary to £100, we place
a hardship not only upon those members
but upon the people they repre~.ent.
How can they otherwise have any voice
in the affairs of the country ? The
modern tendency is not, to decreas;e this
payment but to inerease it, and with
the increase in payment to increase the
responsibilities of members. Sorry
would the day be if we had to come
to the point represented by the lion.
mnember who moved the mnotion that
a mnere little pittance shall be taken by
way of an honorarium for attending
when one likes and how one pleases,
making this Parliament a mere club,
a mere meeting ground, a mere incident
in one's life, a little frill of one's exist-
ence. In the real earnest purpose,
nothing can be more important than
the making of laws to govern mankind
and to shape the destinies of the land.

Hon. Frank Wilson: One would not
think so by the way you try to rush
legislation through.

The ATTORNE Y GENERAL: Why,
the hon. member forgets that when he
was on thT Government side of the
House the gag, was applied every half
hour-rushing legislation through with
the gag for those who dared to discuss
his measures. There never was a period
in the history of this Parliament when
more liberty of discussion was allowed
than is allowed under the ae3gis of the
Labour Government. The hon. miember
if I may use a vulgarism, is always sling-
ing off because he thinks it wvill get into
his favourite Press and stick in the minds
of the public. That is his idea of
statesmanship, to throw his innuendoes
and insinuations of a vulgar kind-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. Frank 'Wilson: I ask for a

withdrawal of that remark. It is offen-
sive. I am not in the habit of indulging
in vulgarismus.

Mr. SPEAKER: The leader of the
Opposition has taken exception to the
remark and T itek the Attorney General
to withdraw it.

The AXflORNEY GENERAL: If
it is offensive to the lion. member I will

withdraw it, but I trust he will no
longer interrupt,

Mr. SPEAKER: I would not allow
the hion. member to discuss the Attorney
General and I cannot allow the Attorney
General to discuss the hon. member.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
have no desire to do so.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- What have
you been doing for the last half hoar ?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member,
having withdrawn the remark, wvill now
proceed.

The ATTQRNEY GENERAL: Only
in answer to interruptions do I say
these things. There can be no more
important work than that of legislation
which concerns the property, the liber-
ties and the lives of the whole of the
community. It is that factor which
at this present juncture enables us to
meet the terrible diasters which have
fallen on the whole of the Empire.
Under the old legislation the people lived
a prey to all human weaknesses ; in
those dark and troubled times, the
multitude were at the mercy of the
avaricious of the vulture-like type of
human creatures. It is perfectly true,
however much the hon. member may
laugh. We have had to introduce legis-
lation to safeguard the people against
the unwarranted rise in) the price of
almost all necessaries of life. Therefore
we have had a guardianship, as it were,
over every household in the land. Every
human creature owes a debt of gratitude
to us for the course we have taken in
protecting the people from the sharpers.
So that it is well we should have
men here who not only devote the
whole of their time to their Parliamentary
duties, but who aim to win and deserve
the respect of the public. How can the
respect of the public be earned if we
tell them that this is not our real aim
in life, that we are here only for an
hour or so each night and that the real
business of our lives is to make money
outside ?

Hon. Frank Wilson:- What have
we done ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
bon, member knows what we have done

i n this respect ; he has been a party
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to the making of those laws, and I am
not going now into that question. If
it were possible I feel a greater sense
of detestation against these who try to
belittle the functions of this Chamber
and its membership, than I do against
any other class of the cotmmunity. There
is a section which seems to aim at getting
kudos only by abuwsing members of this
Chamber, and I regret to say that they
have echoes here, and make tools of
those within the Chamber itself. There
is a class calling themselves journalists.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Oh, leave
themn alone!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- Leave
them alone! I believe the hon. member
would like me to leave themn alone,
but I wish he would not prompt them,
not supply them xith ammunition.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I do not prompt
them ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:, Oc-
casionally he does and belittles this
Chamber-

Hon. Frank Wilson: What I give
them, I give them straight out.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL; There
are men in this community who are
thriving on the misfortunes of the com-
inunity. They issue their shee-ts day
by day. specials with all kinds of fab-
ricated war news, and other species
of so called new-even to the extent
of recording the resignation of our Pre-
mier, till their sheet, as one hon. member
sugge 'ta

M1r. SPEAKER: Order I 1 want to
point out how far the Minister's remarks
are from the motion before the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- I
am leading uip tothij pint-

M.- Bolton: You are giving them
a cheap advertisemeont.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
do not deserve a cheap advertisement.

"Legislative Oppressors : Victimise
wvorke- s and their families while not
deny ng themselves £C6 per weaek. and
pecqu sites)" That is the kind of abutse
and villification of members of this
Chamber, the belittling of this House
indulged in by men who are not the
patriots they wish the people to think
them, and who will not sacr~fice one

penny of the wealth they have filched
from the general communrity by the
publication of all kinds of rot of this
description ; the fabrication' of a dis-
eased imagination. I have said enough,
I think, to indicate where we stand, and
I for one am willing to do all that is
necessary to help our follow men in the
misfortunes which have come upon
themn, and which have not yet reached
their lowest depths. I was interviewed,
and what I said was commented on. I
made a little statement that I was
prepared to make sacrifices, and I was
called " a grabber." I said then I was
quite willing to do my share with every
hon. memnber of this H-ouse and the
general community if all were to join
in the sacrifice. This was published
and commented on something like
this: " Mr. Walker says that he is
prepared to bear his share ; but business
people outside have suffered awready by
the hard 'times." Although people out-
side have siuffered, so also have mt-mbers
of the civil service and members of
this House. They. too, have already
had their share of the misfortune which
has fallen on the community. As a
matter of fact, there is scarcely one
member of this House who has not
lost by reason of the bad season. Speak-
ing for myself, the whole of may last
year's salary was lost because of the
bad season - and there are others iii
the same position. We have all suffered.
But has the editor of this paper likewise
suffered ? Whilst others have suffered
the pinch hie has profited by the excite-
ment of the war. He has made money,
and when it is suggested that he should
be taxed, in order to escape the tax
which is the best way of distributing the
burden, hie says " Let members of Par-
lianment tax themselves ; let Ministers
forego their salaries, and pay the civil
5ervaL4- less wages." That is putting
the burden on the few whilst others best
able to bear it escape unscathed, while
actually making wealth out of the misery
and disaster which has come upon us.

Member: He reduced the wages of
his own staff.I

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
should not wonder. This maotion, and
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the debate we have heard from the other
side, is just a public blind. The public
know that the country is in distress,
that we must have ways and means of
meeting the financial difficulties which
have come upon us, and the public will
say, " let everybody contribute some-
thing." But if they only make enough
noise to keep public attention fixed
upon members of Parliament and civil
servants, then they will be forgotten.
1 ask, when you have got all that is
proposed under this motion by the
reduction of maember's salaries, what
have you got to help the country out of
its difficulties? And after reductions
in the civil service, even then what have
you got? Nothing near the amount
required to mneet the need. Yet if you
can only do that-get a few reductions
in. wages-you will bring the toiling
multitude down to helplessness, because
some of them will be starving ; and
then the old order of things is reinstatedl.
Plutocracy rises once more a king amongst
us, and Democ:acy falls down feebly
in the depths, while the grabbers in
the truest sense of the word glory in the
way they have befooled the people and
stuck to their ill-earned gains.

Afr. 11UNSIE (Menzies) (8B- 101: After
listening to the eloquent speech delivered
by the Attorney General I feel some
little diffidence in rising to say a word
or two in connection with this motion.
At the outset let me say that I intend,
before sitting down, to move an amend-
ment to the motion, which will give all
hon. members of this House a fair
opportunity of seeing exactly where they
stand, and saying what they are prepa-red
to do. I am not at all surprised at the
very feeble case put up by the hon.
member ior Perth (Ron. J. D. Connally)
in moving his motion. I realise that
he had an exceptionally poor case to
go on- Therefore, it is only natural he
should put up a very feeble and poor
display in support of his motion. With
regard to the motion as it appears on our
notice papar, the mover asks. that the
salary of each member of Parliament
be reduced by £100, and that the memn-
bers of the Ministry forego the £300
extra given to them by the Liberal

Government. Personally I want to make
this announcement. Although I have
not any income other than my Par-
liamentary salary, I am quite prepared
to sacrifice as much of that salary in
proportion as any other man in this
House. I will willingly do so, but I do
not feel disposed to sit in this Chamber
endeavouring to do something in the
interests of the people who sent mue here
and allow £100 of my salary to be used
as a means along the road to a reduction
of wages, while the gentleman who
moved the motion is not prepared to
allow his income to be touched. That
is a fair attitude for any hon member
to take up. I want to say, therefore,
that I am not altogether in accord
though I did support it rather re-
luctantly-with the' attitude which it
has been found necessary to adopt in
order to try to make ends meet so far as
the Goverrunent are concerned. If this
House will carry the amendment I intend
moving, it will give the Government an
opportunity of doing something that
will not be attacking the " underdog,"
as members opposite now suggest, but
of trying to make it apply equally to
the man at the top and the man at the
bottom. In order to give hon. mem-
bers an opportunity of knowing what
I intend, I may say it is my intention to
move to strike out all words after
" introduce," in the third line, with~
the view of inserting the following "a
Bill to provide [or a graduated tax on
income." The amended motion. would
then read-I

That in the opinion of this House
the Government should immnediately
introduce a Bill 'to provide for a
graduated tax on incomes.

I do that believing that the hon. member
who moved the motion will certainly-

lion. J. Mitchell: What about the
present income tax ?

11r. MTJNSIE: The member for Nor-
thamn wants to know what about this pre-
sent income tax I On every occasion oTh
which the lpresent Governmyent have
ondeavoured to introduce -taxation of
any description the hen. mnember OIr
Mitchell) has opposed it. ,The bon.
member on every possible occasion,
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whenever the Government have tried to
introduce a means of taxation with a
view to obtaining the revenue necessary
for carrying on the affairs of the State,
has, with members sitting besidea him,
opposed the proposition.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You could not
give the present Government enough
revenue.

Mr. MUNSIE; Let us endeavour
to give them a little more, and see how
they get on. With regard to extra
taxation, I wish to point out that al-
though members opposite are complain-
ing bitterly about the enormous revenue
the present Government have been
receiving, it can be proved by actual
statistics-and I wish to emphaoise
this point-that the present Govern-
ment, at all events during one financial
year, have had appreciably less revenue
than the Liberal Government averaged
during their terma of office. The hon.
member is fond of quoting on every
occasion, with good backing from the two
principal daily papers of this State--

Mr. Heitmann:- The one and a-hall
daily papers of this State.

Mr. MUTNSIE: The enormous revenue
that the Labour Government have had
to carry on with. But he has never
been henourable enough to acknowledge
that the revenue which the Labour
Government have had to carry on with
has not been as great as the revenue
received by the last Administration,
and neither have the newspapers taken
an opportunity of explaining this, al-
though it has been explained from public
platforms, with their representatives in
attendance, on dozens of occasions in the
metropolitan area. The apparent in-
crease in the revenue received by the
Labour Government is really due to an
alteration of the system of book-keeping,
and the hon. member for Northam
knows it.

Hefn- J. Mitchell:- To what extent ?
The Minister for Works:- Hundreds

of thousands of pounds.
MAr. hIUNSIE: I will explain the

matter to the hon. member. There is
one item, the Fremantle Harbour Trust,
and another, the Metropolitan Water
Supply, which during the regime of

L49]

the Wilson Government were kept quite
separately, as regards both the whole
of their expenditure and the whole of
their revenue. If there was a profit on
either item, it was shown on the Esti-
mates as income, and if there was loss
on either, it was shown as a loss. Under
the altered conditions, however, it is
not only the loss or the profit, as the
case may be, that is shown, but the whole
of the expenditure and the whole of the
income from both undertakings are
shown on the Estimates.

Hon. 3. Mitchell:- What does it all
amount to ?

Mr. MUNSIE: The hon. member
knows that it amounts to over £1I50,000
for the Metropolitan Water Supply
alone.

The Minister for Works: Over
£260,000.

Mr. MITNSIE:- The hon. member
must know that perfectly well.

Mr. Heitmann : He is too doee to
know it ; you cannot help that.

Mr. SPEAKE R: Order !
Mr. MeDowal: It amounts to

£2368,000.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order !Will hon.

members keep order. I am surprised
at the hon. member for Coolgardie (Mr..
MeDowall). The member for flannans
must not discuss interjoetions, but must
discuss the motion to which he is moving
an amendment.

Mr. MITNSIE: I am sorry, Mir. Speaker,
that the interjections of the member
for Northamn led me to transgress. I
shall endeavour not to offen~d again.
From the arguments adduced by mem-
bers opposite, it appears that they area
all willing and anxious to make some
sacrifice in the specially hard circum-
stances of the present time. I am with
them in believing that every individual
in the State should certainly be pre-
pared to make some sacrifice. The
leader of the Opposition, in the course
of his remarks, said in answer to an
inter]jection inquiring -whether he -was
prepared to support any additional
method of taxation, " Certainly not ; I
am not prepared to support any measujre
of taxation until the present Govern-
meat have used every endeavour that it
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is practicable to use in order to economie
in every possible way ; and if they then
can show the country that they still
have not sufficient revenue to carry on
with, I shall be prepared to support
additional taxation." With all that
good advice, the leader of the Opposition
has not, either to-night or in any speech
I have heard from him in this House,
suggested any means of economy other
than one. There is only one mneans of
economy which the leader of the Op-
position and the majority of our Liberal
opponents have to suggest. If they have
not said it directly, they have indicated
indirectly that their one means of economy
is a reduction of wages.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!I
Mr. MUNSIE -I am pleased to think

that while the present Government sit
on the Tfreasury benches, public servants
and those employed by the Government
outside the public service can rest ab-
solutely assured that never will there be
any attempt at reduction of wages.

The Premier: The member for Nor-
tham is turning pale.

Mr. NWUNSIE: Though we ha-ve been
compelled by sheer necessity to resort
to a, shortening of hours where possible,
the men themselves working in the various
industries prefer, I believe, that shorten-
ing of hours to the putting in of the
thin edge of the wedge towards reduction
of wages all round. While our friends
opposite have all the time been ad-
vocating that means of economy, they
have failed, up to date, to secure its.
adoption. Now they come along with
same other proposition that we should
start reduction of wages with ourselves.
I am quite prepared with the mover to
sacrifice a" much of my income, in pro-
portion, as he is prepared to sacrifice of
his ; and if he will support the amend-
moent I have moved-

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member
has not moved it yet.

Mr IEUNSIE : I will move it before
I sit down, Sir. I .I '

Hon. J. D). Connolly - We already
have a graduated income tax.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am prepared to
admit that, but the very Parliament
that the member for Perth is so fond of

quotingl-on all occasions, the Parliament
he wishes to hold up as an example
not only to this but to every other Par-
liament in the Comnmonwealth, and that
is the House of Commons, has mare than
doubled the incomne tax on account of
the war.

Hon. 3. Mitchell:- What has that to
do with us?7

Mr. MDNSXE 1 Of course, it has noth-
ing to do with us.

Ron T. Mitchell:; We have no war.

Mr. MUNSIE : If by any vote of
his, the member for Wortham could
prevent the adoption of direct taxation,
could prevent the present Government
from getting the revenue they legitim-
ately require to carry the State through
these trying times, he would certainly
do it, I know. The member for Northam
would do everything in his power to pre-
vent the obtaining of sufficient revenue
by the present Government. Now, I
appeal to that hon. member and to all
bon. members opposite as reasonable
men. I they are desirous that everyone
should contribute fairly towards carrying
on the government of the country and
assisting those who have met with ad-
versity, the best thing those hon, mem-
bers can do is to support, my aendrnent.
I believe that if the motion as 1 propose
to amend it is carried, the Government
will be guided by the decision of lion.
members of this House, and introduce
somne form of taxation on the lines
suggested by my amendment. Then
hon. members opposite wil have an
opportunity of showing how patriotic
they are, and how much they are pre-
pared to pay. That opportunity will
offer itself when the amendment comes
along. I trust those hon. members will
support my amendment in order to give
the Government an inducement to intro-
duce a Bill to impose a further graduated
tax on incomes. Then, not only wil
the man on Os. a day be compelled to
bear his share of the burden, but the
man on £3,000 a, year will be compelled
to bear his share of the burden also. I
have much pleasure in moving an amend-
ment-

That all the uords after "introduce"
in line 3 be struck out, and "a Bill to
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provide a further graduated temporary
tax on incomes" inserted in lieu.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) (8-34): I
had some doubt in my mind as to whether
you, Sir, would not disallow the amend-
ment on the ground that is is not relevant
to the original motion. Had the hon.
member not moved that amendment, II
had in my mind to move another which
I think would have met the wishes of
every member. I intended moving that
all words after " allowances " in line 5
be struck out. The motion would then
have merely affirmed the principle that
in the opinion of this House tl~re should
be some reduction in members' allow-
anons, and it would have been left to
the Government to suggest to the House
what particular reduction should be
made. I realise that in such case the
reduction suggested would have been
agreeable to every member and met the
wishes of those who think that a, par-.
ticular contribution should be made
from members' salaries. I do not think
the present time is opportune for is-
cussmng the principle of whether or not
there shoul be payment of members.
Those who have drawn that issue into
the debate have struck, I think, a false
note. It has no effect with me at all.
A time of distress such as this is no time
for us to say that certain members of
Parliament as individuals whom I know
are absolutely dependent upon their
salaries received here, should be deprived
of that remuneration. I for one, if I
want to fight my friends opposite as to
their salaries, am prepared to fight them
in times of prosperity, but I am opposed
at a time lie this to cutting down salaries
in such a way as would place some mem-
here now dependent on those salaries in
an imipecunious position. On the other
hand I think everybody realises that at
such a time as the present some contri-
bution should be made. Each member
of the community contributes according
to his own conscience. Of course if the
gentlemen opposite who laugh the
loudest have the least conscience there
will he less response from them than I
anticipate. I was giving even to my
opponents the credit that I would take
myself, and assuming that each and every

member will give that which he can to
the various funds to which we are all
called upon to contribute. I do not think
there is any man in the House who is not
doing his duty in that regard.

The Premier:. How much will the man
who has no conscience contribute?7

Mr. ROBINSON:- I am giving all
hon members credit for having con-
sciences.

The Premier : But there are others, in
the general community.

Mr. ROBINSON; This motion-does
not deal with people outside; that is
where the confusion has coma in. We
have been discussing all kinds of things.
The original motion dealt only with
members' salaries, and if I may make a
poacable suggestion, which I feel that
even members opposite--who have been
throwing poisoned arrows at each other
in memories of days gone by, days in
which fortunately I am not interested-
can accept, I would be glad to make a
proposition that will eliminate such
talk and make us, as it were, a happy
family in the House, and yet comply
with the dictates of conscience and with
the fueling of the comamunity at large,
namely that the men who serve their
country in the House should, by way of
reduction in their salaries, make some
contribution to the alleviation of distress
at present existing-the distress in this
case, of course, being that felt by the
Government. It has beam said that any
contribution we can make will not help
the Government very much ; but I
think that as evidence of our sincerity
we should pass the resolution. I under.
s'tand from you, Sir, that I am not at
liberty to move a further amendment on
the amendment moved by the member
for Hannans (Mir. Munsie), but I am
throwing it out by way of a peacable
suggestion, and I hope memabers opposite
will see fit to fall in with it. My sug-
gestion is that all words after "allow-
aces " should be struck out, which

would leave the motion to read as fol-
lows:

That, in the opinion of this House,
the Government should immediately
introduce an amendment to " The
Parliamentary Allowances Act, 1911,"1
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providing for a reduction of all mem-
bers' allowances.

I venture to say that would equitably
meet the ease.

The Premier : You have made your
position clear ; you will be put down
as a non-grabber.

The Attorney General : You are one
of Lovekmn's pets.

Mr. ROBINSON:- It would be interest-
ing to hear what that gentleman has to
say about the Attorney General.

Ron. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[8-42]: This amendment is not relevant
to the motion ; it destroys the motion.

The Minister for Mines: It is relevant
to the taxpayers.

The Premier:- We have merely
extended the scope of the motion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:- The discussion,
as carried on by Ministers, ha not
been in keeping with the dignity of their
position. The member for Perth merely
moved that in this time of stress, due
entirely to the mismanagement of the
country by the present Ministers, mem-
bers of Parliament should be the first to
suffer.

Mr. Foley: I will take anything
you have to give to the War Distress
Fund.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: We have never
quarrelled with payment of members.
The Attorney General has said that
every member should make himself
conversant with every clause in every
Bill ; and not only that, but he should
investigate all administrative acts of
the Government. Unfortunately, whilst
we can, of course, look into the variouS
measures brought down, we cannot
look very closely into the administrative
acts of Ministers, because those gentle-
wan hide everything they can hide.
Members are perfectly willing to do
their duty. I doubt if they will have
much of their £900O to spare at the end
of the year. Ministers have landed
this country ina the present position, with
a deficit of a million pounds. There
are men out of employment-

Mir. SPEAKEER: Order! The hon.
member cannot discuss this question ;
he must discuss the proposals of the
motion. He must not diseuss the eon-

dition of the country or the situation,
in regard to the responsibility of Min-
isters. He must only discuss the ques-
tion as to whether these words shall be
struck out or whether they shall not be
struck out of the motion.

Mr. Taylor : This places the hon.
member in rather an awkward position.

Hon. J. MITCHELL _7,~Ministers,
time and again, have altered amendments
and mutilated amendments which have
been brought down, and have sent up
other amendments which have entirely
destroyed 'the original functions of a
measure. At this rate there will be
nothing left of the motion, with which
apparently the Government are not
concerning themselves. The Govern-
Mont have put up, in this instance, one
of their members to move that they
shall have the right to increase income
taxes, and further to set up a graduated
income tax, which has nothing to do
with the motion moved by the hon.
member for Perth (Hon. J. 1). Con-
folly). What the hon., Mr. Coninolly
wishes to do is to make hon. members
here suffer some of the penalties which
have been brought down upon others.

* Mr. Munsie: The reason why0 I
moved the amendment was to ensure
that the hon. member for Perth should
pay his contribution to the State. I

,Ron. J. 3EETCHELL :J~ Members are
very rightly held responsible, to a
large extent, for what is happening in
the country?7 The motion was not
moved with the idea of giving the
Government a few thousand pounds
by saving so much on the salaries of
members of this House. It was moved
in order to make members feel that
they are, in a greater measure than
they imagine, responsible for the control
of the affairs of the country. I think,
as far as that motion goes, that this is
perfectly right. I hope that the words
will not be struck out. We should
have an opportunity of making every
member feel what his responsibilities
are.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs % We all feel sit
except the hon. members on that side
of the House.

1412



[10 FtBau~Ar, 1915.] 11

Member: We feel our responsibilities
without this motion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: An hon.
member says that without this motion
he feels his responsibilities. I have not
had any evidence of that so far. I
protest against the strildng out of the
words with a view to inserting the other
words, as set up by the hon. member
for Hannains. Of course, when we come
to the insertion of other words, we
shall be able to discuss fully the ad-
ministration of the finances by the
present Treasurer of the Staite. I hope
the House will niot agree to the pro-
posals of the Government, which they
put up some member of their party
to bring forward.

Mr. Munsie: You are quite wrong.
Ron. J. MITCHELL; The hon.

member for Perth gave notice of this
motion several days ago, and to-day
we have had an opportunity of con-
sidering it. The Premier says "We
will destroy it ; we will not give hon,
members an opportunity of voting upon
the question, but will substitute some
othier proposal altogether."

The Premier : You will have to pay
"Observer " double rates to-morrow.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: Let us deal
with this proposal on its merits sad
make members contribute something.
Let the Premier say that we shall
have this opportunity.

The Premier : I have contributed
more than you have.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am not
speaking of what the Premier has con-
tributed or what he has not contributed.
In the paper yesterday I saw that an
endeavour had been made to-

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before
the House deals with the deletion of
certain words and the substitution of
ether words. There are two matters to
be discussed;, the question of reduction
in salary, and its alternative- tax on
incomes. These are the two questions.

Mr. Taylor:- Surely that is enough
scope for the hon, member.

~The Premier :.-ThoZ bon. member
cannot discuss the one without being
fearful of the other.

Hon. J. MITCHELL - May I not
discuss the advisableness of increasing
the present graduated income tax, and
the reason for it ?

Air. SPEAKER: No that will
come later.

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: I will reserve
my remarks until we come to that.
Let the Premier and his followers deal
with the motion as it is, and let them
give us an opportunity of saying what
is to be done with regard to members'
salaries. If Ministers are wise, they
will allow the proposal to go to the House
as it is. I do not altogether agree with
it for I think it is rather too sweeping,
but I do not want it to he thought
that members sitting here are too highly
remunerated on a salary of £300 a year.
I venture to say that this sum is by no
means too large. What we wvish to
do is to call members' attention to the
share that they have to bear in the
trouble which has arisen. That can
only be done by their making an offer
of some special provision of this sort.
I trust the Premier will instruct his
supporter to withdraw the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Ron.
P. Collier-Boulder) [8-52): I think
a very pleasing feature of the work of
the House to-night was the fact that
there was not only on the part of the
members much interest displayed in
the matter, but that also great in-
terest has been displayed by the out-
side public, as evidenced by the very
large number of citizens whom we have
here to-night to listen to the debate.
Of course I do not flatter myself, nor
do the Governent, that they have
all come entirely to listen to the debate-
they have come because the atmosphere
is electrical- There can be no doubt
about that, because we have it on the
unimpeachable testimony of the evening
paper of this City. They have come,
no doubt, not to listen to the speeches,
but to bear a very sensational statement
that the Premier is alleged to be going
to make with regard to his resignation.

The Premier:- They will have to wait
at least five or six years for that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
would suggest that inasmuch as we are
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favoured with the presence of somne-
body here this evening who knows,
apparently, more of the intentions of
the Premier as to his resignation than
he does himself, he shouild be afforded
an opportunity of making a statement
to the House.

The Premier: Cell him to the Bar of
the House.

Member: Let him speak from the
gallery. I

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
may be necessary for him to speak from
the gallery. We have also the fact that
it is possible for members to fall con-
siderably, in a very short space of time,
from the high ideate that they have
set themselves. During the past month
or two, since the opening of Parliament,
we have had expressions of opinion from
all sidne of the House, and in the Press
as well, that we live in a time when
it is absolutely essential in the interests
of the welfare of the State that party
politics should be sunk for the time
being. I venture to say that during
the past week or two, and especially
during the past day or two, we have
never previously, in the history of this
State, had such an exhibition of wretch-
ed, paltry party politics as has been
evidenced by the motion and the matter
dealt with as the result of it this evening.
We have been promised duiring the
course of the sitting of this session,
'that the best advice and the assistance
of members opposite will be at the
disposal of the Government in order
to help this State to pull through the
crisis which it is now experiencing.
After listening carefully to the debates
during the past month or two, I am
forced to say that we have ha-d very
little in the way of helpful suggestions.
At last, however, we are rewarded,
almost on the eve of the adjournment
of Parliament, by the member for
Perth (Hon. J. D. Connolly) coming
forward with a brilliant suggestion for
squaring the finances of the State by
the reduction of the members' salaries
to the extent of £100 per annum each.
He proposes to wipe out the deficit, of
which we have heard so much lately,
of One million pounds by a contribution

of £ 8,000 a year 'on Tthe7part~of' mem.
hers of this House. I do not think
I would even be doing justice to other
prominent people of the State if I gave
him the whole credit of this, for in fact
it originated in the columns of the
evening paper, To me the most re-
grettable feature of the matter, and
the most deplorable feature of it, is
the fact that we have members in this
House, who are ready to join with men
outside the House, in dragging Parlia-
ment, and the members of Parliament
into the gutter. What would be
thought of a member who submitted a
motion of that kind, in circumstances
like the present, imnmediately following
the articles which have appeared in the
newspapers where members are de-
scribed as "legislative oppressors," and
many other epithets of the kind
have been hurled at them ? Yet this
hon. member is willing to come along
and submit a motion in conformity
with the dictation he is receiving from
outside. If we are going to get £C100
a year from every member, as has been
said previously by the Premier and
other speakers we have to arrive at the
position of the hon. member for Perth,
and those who think with him that the
administrative acts of the State are
such that we should forego a portion of
our salaries. But there is absolutely
nothing to prevent those gentlemen
from leaving a portion of their salaries
with the Treasurer of the State if they
so desire. The hon. member's position
is this: " We believe at the present
juncture that members should reduce
their salaries. I myself am perfectly
willing and anxious to have my salary
reduced, but I cannot do this unless
you bring in a Bill compelling -me to do
it. I am not prepared to do it other-
wise." Under such an arrangement
members are to be forced to make a
reduction in their salaries. What kind
of consistency is there in an argument
of that nature ? We have heard the
hon. member say that the object of
submitting the motion is to set a good
example. He does not hold that it is
going to have any appreciable effect
on the finances. Why should he not
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act a good example without being com-
pelled by an Act of Parliament to set
it, and why should he not leave a portion
of his salary with the Treasurer of the
State, and let us see what effect the
example would have, not only upon
the members of the House but also
upon persons outside ? We have had
many aspects of the financial situation
dealt with during the debate. I do
not wish to cover the ground traversed
by the leader of the Opposition. I
believe I should nxot be in order even
if I attempted to do so. But the ad-
ministrative acts of the Government
during the past three years have been
traversed by that hon. member showing
that at the bottom of the whole thing
is an effort to make party political
capital out of the motion.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I only traversed
the Premier's speech.

The IILISTER FOR 1'dNES: The
hon. member went a good deal outside
that.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It would have
taken me all night to have dealt with
everything that ought to have been dealt
with covering the past three years.

The MINISTER FOR M1IN-ES: The
hion. member endeavoured to excuse the
attitude of the president of the party to
which he belongs-the Liberal party --
in the statement he made recently that
lie was glad his party was not in power.
The hon. member says "Yes, certainly;
why should the Liberal party come into
office at the present juncture and make
good the result of the bungling of the
present Government during the past
three years." That is the sort of attitude
we arc asked to believe, represents true
patriotism. If his party was coynposed
of true patriots now is the time 'when
they should step in and show what they
were prepared to do for patriotism.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You get out and
we will step in and show you what to
do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
say that they are glad that they are not
in control of the affairs of the country
at a time of stress like tbis, and that
they are glad the other fellow has got

to take the responsibility. That is not
the spirit that is exhibited by the Brit-
ish army which is carrying on this
mighty warfare in Belgium. It is not
the spirit which is being shown by those
who are carrying on that great campaigna

3Mr. Thomas: He also said he would
not contribute one peony of revenue to
help you out of your difficulty.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, I did not.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is

in a time like that -when the true patriot
should come forward and not slink away
and hide his bead and say, "I am glad
I am not charged with the administra-
tion of the affairs at such a time." And
these be your gods, oh Israel ! The pre-
sident of the Liberal League, Mr. Frank
Moss, the boss and high director of the
Liberal party is glad that he is not re-
sponsible for the condition of affairs at
the present time. The position resolves
itself into whether we are going to carry
the motion of the member for Perth
(Eon. J. D. Connolly) which can have no
possible effect whatever and which will
provide, so to speak, only a drop in the
ocean, so far as the financial position is
concerned, or whether wye are to carry
the amendment which will provide a sub-
stantial addition to the finances at the
present time. I say, regardless alto-
gether of party considerations, that the
position of affairs at the present june-
tnre is due, as lion, members know, to cir-
cumstances which this State had no con-
trot over, and which I believe the Brit-
ish Empire has never previously experi-
enced, a set of circumstances which even
our bitterest opponents must admit are
beyond the control of the Ministry. We
have, therefore, to face that position and
I contend we should submit to increased
taxation. It is a question -whether wve
are going to follow the ideas of some hon.
members and reduce the salaries of mem-
bers of the House, and follow that up
by a reduction of the salaries of the
ynembers of the civil service, which will.
not affect the position one bit, or -whether
we shall raise revenue by means of taxa-
tion which will apply to the community
high and low, according to their capa-
city to pay. There is no reason for sing-
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ling out any one section of the commun-
ity, and it may be those who are least
able to hear it who would be called upon
to pay, whilst others in wealthy positions
would be allowed to go on drawing big
incomes without being affected in the
slightest degree by the war or the
drought. There are mine managers on
the goldfields who are drawing large sal-
aries from £2,000 to £4,000 and £5,000
per annum, who have gone on undistur-
bed by the effects either of the bad
season or the war. Their incomes are
the same to-day as they were in previous
years. Is it not fair and legitimate to
call upon those men to pay additional
taxation to assist the revenue of the
State 9

Mr. Robinson: I know one of those
men who has contributed one-third of his
salary to a fund ever since the beginning
of the war.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
only shows the justification for some
measure of taxation, because whilst
those generously inclined way voluntar-
ily contribute a portion of their salaries
towards a fund, there are others in re-
ceipt of equally large salaries who would
not be doing so.

3Mr Robinson: I know of others who
are contributing equally large amounts.

Mr- B. J1. Stubbs. The total amount
of the fund shows that, does it not9I

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: We
need only look at the total amount which
has been subscribed in this State. I
know that the name of the Chamber of
Mlines has figured in the Press to the ex-
tent of a contribution of £500, but thac
is all, and that, too, notwithstanQ-
ing the fact that last year the
mines paid three-quarters of a million
sterling in dividends. That money has
been drawn by people ouside the State.
Is that a fair contribution on the part
of the Chamber of Mlines in a time
of stress such as we are going through
at the present time? Hon, members harve
advanced all manner of specious argu-
ments to evade the real issue. I believe
this theatrical display in the columns of
a section of the Press has been got up,
during the closing hours of the session in

order to deliberately turn the attentioni
perhaps of members of this House and
the public to the need for an equitable
form of taxation. If they can concen-
trate public opinion upon matters which
are personal and paltry and many utber
condemnatory terms which I will leave
to the imagination-so long as they con-
centrate the attention of the public on
things of that description, they will nut
have the slightest effect upon tae unemu-
ployed problem. What advantage 'will
it be to the farmers who are struggling
or requiring assistance to have this paltry
sum reduced from the salaries of members
of the civil service? Of what value will
it be to the unemployed to have this
motion carried I This matter has been
arganised for the purpose of side-track-
ing public attention and honi. members
will not be doing their duty if they allow
a paltry, wretched and insignificant mo-
tion. of this kind to be fathered upon
them whilst there is need to do something
more important. There is the need for
those who engage in writing the kind of
stuff we have seen in the Press to contri-
bute a portion of their incomes, and we
will not be doing our duty if we do not
defeat the motion. We should defeat it
if for no other reason than the manner
in which it has been introduced to the
public notice during the past day or two.
I regret that a thingr which could have
been started in this way should find a
sponsor 112 this House. a sponsor who
practically endorses by his motion the
statements which have been made regard-
;ng members and of their being oppres-
sors at this present juncture.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Would I be
in order in asking leave to amend my
m3-otion? N~y dJesire is to fall in with the
etiggestion of the member for Canning
(1Mr. Robinson) to strike out all the
wvords after "allowance."

M-"r. O'Loghlen:- Why did you not
consilt your party first?

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot accept any
a~mendment whilst the present amendment
is under discussion unless such an
amendmient he an amendment of the
amendment runder consideration.
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Eon. FRANK ILSON: I should
like to ask your ruling, Mfr. Speaker, as
to whether the amendment is in order. It
appears to mue to be hardly relevant to
the motion. There is a motion that -we
should agree to a reduction of our
salaries end now we have an amendment
which seeks to bring about further tax&-
non.

The Minister for Works: It is only
asking for an expression of opinion.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: It is tanta-
maount to an instruction to the Govern-
ment to impose further taxation. I hold
that the amendment is not in order, and
is not relevant to the original motion.
Indeed it is quite foreign to the motion
to my way of reading it. Standing Order
207 reads--

No member shall make any motion
initiating a subject for discussion, but
in pursuance of notice openly given at
a previous sitting of the House and
duly entered on the Notice Paper.

We have before us an amendment of
which no notice has been given. The
amendmnent is absolutely foreign to the
motion which has been moved and hon.
members did not know that it was to be
brought on. Hon. members are entitled
to notice of such an amendment- It is
an amendment which seeks to get an
opinion from this House that extra taxa-
tion should be imposed. I consider it
is out of order unless due notice is given
Of it.

Mr. SPEAKER.: I rule that the
amendment is in order. The Standing
Order mentioned by the leader of the
Opposition does nA' apply in this case.
I will quote the opinion of some of the
authorities in this respect. May says-

The object of the amendment may
be to effect such alteration to the ques-
tion ats -will obtain the support of those
who without such alteration must either
vote against it or abstain from voting
thereon or to present to the House an
alternative proposition, either wholly
or partially opposed to the original
question. This way be effected by
moving to o 'init all the words of the
qnestion after the first -word, "That,"

and to substitute in their place other
words of a different import.

I rule that the amendment is in order.

Hon. FRANK WILSO2 q (Sussex-on
amendment) 19.15] : We have listened to
anothler Ch aracteristic outburst from a
member of the Government. We had the
Premier before tea and later the Attorney
General, both of whom got right away
from the subject matter of the motion
and indulged in a very violent attack on
members; on this side of the House. Now
we have hadl the 'Minister for Mines who
mode all sorts of charges and invidious
comparisons between the position of
members of this Chamber and certain
mine managers with whose affairs he pro-
fessed to be conversant. I wish to de-
precate with all the power I possess this
constant dragging in of special sections
of the community, referring to individuals
in responsible positions, a knowledge of
whose private actions 'Ministers cannot
have. They have :no knowledge wvhatso-
ever of the position of these gentlemen,
or the emoluments they enjoy1 or the ser-
vices they render for those emoluments,
or of the private or public acts of charity
they indulge in, and I am more than sorry
that Ministers so far forget their position
as to constantly indulge mn the invidious
comparisons they draw between various
aectior s a3f the caMmunity, outside in-
dividuals and firms, and members of Par-
liament on such occasions as this.

The Premier: What do you think of
the outburst of your official organ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have not
got ane. The oil.y organ I possess is the
one of which I am trying to make use
a: present-my voice, and it is somewhat
out of repair owiing to a recent attack of
bronchitis. The Minister took up the
same old theme we heard from the Pre-
mier before tea, the charge against the
President of the League that he had made
a certain statement to the effect that he
was glad the Liberal party were not in
power to-day because of the parlous con-
dition of the finances and of the terrible
mess into which we have drifted.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He struck a
popular note.
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Lion. FRANK WILSON: If he did, I
cannot, see that the bon. member can take
any exception to it after the admission
of die Premier on one of his jaunting
trips last week instead of attending to
his work in the House. The Premier,
when beirg entertained by a public body
at Albany, said if he did not take such
jaunts occasionally he would break down.
The Premier cannot carry the load he
himself has built up during the last three
years.

Mr. SPEARER: Order! I must
insist upon relevancy. I cannot allow
every reference by an hon. member to be
made the suhject of discussion by another
bon. member. The question before the
House is the deletion of certain words
and the substitution of other words.
There are two alternative propositions
which may be discussed, one a reduction
in salaries; the other a temporary tax
on incomes.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am aware
of that but unfortunately the Minister
has just indulged in the remarks of
which I complain and they go forth to
the public. That is the trouble and it is
my apology for having touched upon
them.

Mir. SPEAKER: I cannot prevent a
Minister or member from referrng to a
matter by way of illustration, but I can-
not allow any member following him to
make that reference the subject of dis-
cussion.

R~on. FRANK WrLS ON: I appre-
ciate that and was just coming to the
point. I wanted to show how I was pre-
pared to remedy the matter he com-
plained of; that is all. We could not give
advice even if we were in a position to
do so. We are not behind the Govern-
ment scenes. It does not matter how
ready and willing we are to give assist-
ance, when we tender any advice it is
jeered at and flouted. Why should we
give advice to the Government under such
circumstances? Whenever the Govern-
ment have legitimately asked our assist-
anee, as they did when the war broke out
during the previous session of Parlia-
ment, it was given and readily given too.
On two oceasions at any rate, I met Min-

isters in conference on certain legislation
-which was proposed and came to an un-
derstan ding 'with them. The Premier will
admit that, but outside of this I am not
prepared to go. I am not prepared to
take the responsibility for the financial
condition of the State as we find it to-
day. Regardless of what the member for
Irwin (.1r. James Gardiner) might think
that all of us are equally responsible and
shoald be held responsible for the par-
Ions condition of the finances, I take ex-
ception to such a statement. I will not
accept that responsibility. It would be
absolutely unjust and unfair to ask mem-
bers on this side, who have had no hand
whatever in building up the wretched
condition of our finiances, to assume any
share of the responsibility for that posi-
tion, and yet, forsooth, that is what the
Minister for ines, and I presnme the
Premier and his other colleagues are ask-
ing the public to f asten on to us at pre-
sent. No right-thinking people will ac-
cept that position for one moment. It
is neither fair nor just. If members of
the Government are afraid of the posi-
tion which they have created, the only
remedy is for them to get out and make
room for others. I have told them that
before.

The Premier: Who wil come over
here ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am pre-
pared to take office to-morrow and to
face the position and straighten out the
finances of the State as I did eight or
nine years ago.

1Mr. Robinson:. And you are the only
man 'who can do it.

The Premier: Oh! oh!

Hon. FRA'NK WILSON: It will take
many years to straighten out the tangle
into which bon. members have got as. It
is idle for -Ministers to throw in my teeth
that we are afraid to accept our respon-
sibilities. We are not prepared to accept
responsibilities unless we have the power
to remedy the defects we see standing out
so prominently. Give us the power to
carry out our policy and -we are quite
prepared to take the responsibility to-
morrow,
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The Premier: That is exactly what we
have been saying for three years.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am not
speaking to the gallery ; I am not striv-
ing after effect, and I hope I cannot he
accused of indulging in bounce and bluff
because I can refer the people of the
State and members on the Government
side to the six years during which we
pulled Western Australia out of a very
had position indeed,

The Minister for Works* By starving
everything.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I can refer
to deeds which we accomplished. It is
idle for members to endeavour to draw
a red herring across the track or make
charges which they know they cannot
substantiate. We did it and we pulled
this Slate out of a financial trouble 'which
was probably even more serious than the
present one.

The Attorney General: By passing on
your debts.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And we
built uip the finances until they were on
a solid foundation. What is the position
now7 The Government have two millions
more revenue per annum to handle than
we had in the last year of our occupancy
of the Treasury bench, yet they have a
huge deficit of many hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds in a year. As the rev-
enue has gone on increasing jagnifieently
every year they have been in office, so
has the deficit gone on increasing.

The Minister for Works: You know
that is not correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Whoever
heard of an increasing overdraft or
deficit with an increasing revenue? With
an increasing revenue, our deficit should
have been reduced.

The Premier: That is what you did.
Hon. FRANKC WILSON: Of course

I did.
The Premier: You ought to look up

the records.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The figures

are there to prove it. I have already
bowled the Premier out to-night over a
misstatement he made, and if he will give
me time to turn up the figures I can bowl
him out again.

The Premier: YLE did not; I was not
at the wickets.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier's colleagues beard my argument; the
statement was clear-it is here in Ran-
sard..

i. SPEAKER: The lion. member's
-remarks are not relevant to the amend-
ment. He is making a Budget speech.

Mir. O'Loghlen:- Yes, a policy speech.
Dan, FRANK WILSON: I am trying

to show reasons why we should not agree
to the 'amendment.

Air. SPEAKER: The hon. memiber is
trying to show reasons and I am trying
to determine how far his remarks are
relevant to the question. I. went him to
make his remarks relevant to the amend-
ment, because it allows considerable lati-
tiude but not so much latitude as he is
taking. I do not wish to embarrass the
lion, member.

Hon. FIRANKC WILSON: I will do
my best to keep within your ruling.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Mlinister) : You have not mentioned the
amendment.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The amend-
ment we are asked to agree to is for a
Bill to provide for a further graduated
temporary tax on incomes. What is the
reason', It is that Mfinisters have built
uip a deficit of £1,060,000 in three years.

Air. O'Loghlen: Nothing of the kind.
Hion. FRANK WILSON: And they

are going to build up a much bigger de-
ficit in the next few months, notwith-
standing the feet that they have had an
enormously increased revenue to handle.
Am I not justified in pointing this out?

The Premier: What is the ohiect of
the motion?

Hon, FRANK WILjSON: The object
is to decrease the Premier's salary somne-
what and compel him keep the promise
he made to the country,

The Premier: What is the object oF it?
Hon. FRANK WILSON:. To compel

the Premier to keep the promise he made
to the country three years ago-a promise
which hie said he did not make. I quoted
his remarks in Hasnsard and proved that
lie had promised the people to reduce his
salary. The object is to make him keep
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faith with the country, and also to re-
duce members' salaries to some slight ex-
Lent now that the Government are mak-
ing civil servants suffer some disability.
That is the object of the motion.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: What is your attitude
to the civil service?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We are
asked to pass a motion which will prac-
tically instruct the Government to bring
in a war emergency tax which Parlia-
ment refused to sanction last Septem-
her.

The Premier: A section of Parliament.
Hlon. FRANK WILSON: And which

members on the Government side have
admitted the country refused to give
them a mandate to re-introduce.

Mr. Foley: Are you willing to trust
the country again on that question?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes.
Mr. Robinson: To-morrow, if you like.
The Attorney General: No.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, go to

the country on it.
Mr. Foley: You will get the chance.
Mr. Robinson: I would be prepared to

take the Attorney General through my
district on that question to-miorrow.

Mr. Foley: I will take on the whole
of you in Leonora.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: With the
cunning characteristic of them, our
friends opposite always try to side track
the real point at issue.

Mr- 0 'Loghlen: You point is pretty
Ibluflt, at any rate.

Hen. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member's is not clear. The position to-
night is that we have two propositions
before us, one embodied in the motion
(Hon. J. fl. Connolly), which, I think,
might be agreed to, although I should
like the motion to he worded in more
general terms.

Several members interjected.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I was point-

ing out when members opposite so rudely
interrupted that whilst I disagree with
the actual wording of the motion, I am in
accord with the view that members of this
House should suffer a reduction in salary
in keeping with the reduction which Gov-
ernment employees are being asked to

bear. I do not say this because I think
it should be necessary. If we had had
proper administration during the past
three years, there would have been no
necessity whatever for suggesting reduc-

ions at the present juncture. It is all too
early for a place like Western Australia,
,with her magnificent income, for the Gov-
ernment to he in the parlous condition
they are in regard to the finances. In the
motion there is embodied the principle of
true econowy in administration, it
means only a few thousand pounds, hut
there is the principle underlying it that
there shall be economy of administration.
In other words, that we should econo-
wise, and cut down expenditure where-
ever it can he legitimately he done-
some of the absurd expenditure which
my friends opposite have built up.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What expenditure?
The Premier: State steamers?
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, State

steamers.
'Mr. Allen: The trading concerns.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Was there

ever such a hare-brained scheme as those
State steamersO, Whilst I excuse the
Premier on account of his ignorance and
inexperience-

The Attorney General: Now the fish
shop.

Mr. Bolton: Now the sawmills.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: My voice is

not sufficient to cope with the lot of you
at once. When the hon. gentlemen op-
posite are finished I will proceed.

Mr. Robinson: Did the meat we had
at lunch come from the meat shop?

The Premier: I do not want to make
you sick.

Mr. Robinson: Well, it was bad any-
how.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then, prob-
ably it did come from the meat shop.

The Attorney General: Did the meat
come from the fish shopT

Mr. Robinson: I said meat shop.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I should not

be surprised that it did come from the
fish shop, seeing the state of muddle
things are in. I suggest to my friend
that it came from the sawmills, and had
been powellised.
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Mr. Heitmann: Paralysed.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I was point-

ing out that the business before the
House contains two principles, one en-
Adeavouring to inculcate in hon. nmembers
Opposite that it is high time they started
to econonaise in their administration.
We have been telling Ministers year by
year, in season and out of season, and on
many occasions we have given them good
wholesome, homely advice.

Mr. Heitmann: We have heard that
before.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I repeat it;
let the hon. member remember it. We
have urged the necessity for economy re-
peatedly, but I am sorry to say that they
have derived little benefit, they have
taken no notice. Now, the alternative
suggested by the amendment is that we
shall not indulge in economy of adminib-
tration-that we would be foolish-but
that we shall go on in the way we have
been with a lavish expenditure, keeping
up all the cost of Government including
motor cars.

The Minister for Works: You should
be the last to refer to that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why?
The Minister for Works: You know

why.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: How many

times have I used the cars in three years
-five times in three years.

Member: You used them as much as
anybody else.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The amend-

mnent suggests that we should continue
with our lavish expenditure, keeping up
all those expenses which might be cut
do-wn very severely, in order that we may
enable the Premier to take his ususal
jaunts to different parts of the country,
and so prevent him from breaking down.

The Premier: He is not the only one
who jaunted round. You jaunted round
the world, you went to Japan.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes. Did it
cost the State anything?

The Premier: You were paid your sal-
ary while you were away.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It cost the
State not one penny, and you know it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. FRANK WILSON: There again

you have the dirty innuendo---
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hen.

member -will take his seat. I: may inform
hon. members that I intend taking drastic
measures if disorder continues. Hon.
members must keep to the motion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What about
interjections? "A trip round the world,"
from the Premier.

Mr, SPEAKER: order! The leader of
thle Opposition well knows that whilst in-
terjections are out of order it has always
been the custom to allow them. I must
ask bon. members to discuss the amend-
ment before the Chamber, and if hon.
members persist in interjecting after I
have called order, I must take those meas-
ures which the House gives me power to
take.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I shall try
now to bring forward the point which
hon. members have hitherto not allowed
me to bring forward. I was pointing
out the two aspects before the House
this evening in the motion and the amend-
ment. On;, the motion, embodies the
principle of strict economy in adminis-
tration, and the other, the amendment, is
for additional taxation. Those are two
different things entirely. You can sug-
gest to the Government that they must
economise in many ways, including re-
duction of members' salaries, as is sug-
gested in the motion. On the other hand,
as suggested by the amendment, you can
say "We arc going to increase taxation."
I think the amendment could go much
further than it does. It does not say how
much tax must be raised, only that we
must provide something which is already
in existence. We have already a grad-
tinted tax on income; and it seems to me
idle to ask the House to Pass a motion
directing the Government to introduce
another income tax when we already have
one.

Member: It produced only £81,000.
lion. FRANK WILSON: You can in-

crease it.
Mr. Boltons: Pass the motion and we

will increase it.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON:- You have al-
ready put through an Income Tax Bill
for the present year, and cannot impose
two taxes in the same year. This amend-
ment is merely hiding up the track and
leaving the way open to the introduction
of what has been termed the war emer-
geney tax, an iniquitous measure which
Parliament refused to pass and which
the people of the State also turned down
in no uncertain manner. I was taken
to task by the Attorney General after tea
because he said that I stated I would not
be a party to any increase of taxation.
He took me to task in the rabid language
which he is subject to use on certain, oc-
casions, and painted me in all the colours,
arid with all the power of language of
which be is a master. I told him then
be was doing me an injustice, that he had
not quoted me correctly. What I said,
and what I now repeat, is that I would
not be a party to increased taxation until
the Government had exercised that econo-
my which the country has a right to ex-
pect fro~rm them. I have told the Govern-
ment that year after year. And I say to-
night that Ministers who have bungled the
affairs of this State and piled up such a
deplorable condition of our finances, have
no right to come to this House and sug-
gest we should. put increased burdens on
the general public. Let them first prove
their bona-fides as administrators, and
show that they have learnit a lesson from
their experience, for which the country
have had to pay dearly. Let them exer-
cise, from the matured knowledge which
experience brings, true economy in every
direction. They should cut down expen-
diture wherever it is possible.

Mr. Ffeitmann: Cut dawn wages.

H~on. FRANK WILSON: Including
their own salaries and the salaries of
members. Then they can ask the people
of the State to hear an increased burden
of taxation; but they are not justified in
asking it at the present moment-

The Premier:- Your experience has
been pretty wide in this world. You have
never stayed too long in any one shop.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Mr. Spea-
ker, am I to reply to an insolent inter-
jection of that eharacter!~ I think, sir,

it is worthy Of a football barracker, and
the Premier is an expert at that sort of
thing.

The Premier: Or of a man who has
been seen with a barmaid sitting on his
knee after hours.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hion, FRANK WILSON: Will the

Premier repeat that statement outside
the House. You scoundrel to say such
a thing; ho-w dare you! I ask for a
withdrawal and an apology.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know
clearly what words the Premier made use
of to which the bon, member takes ex-
ception; but I do think that both hon.
members should try and keep calm dur-
ing- this debate. I may say that if any
glentleman of this House transgresses 1
shiall take firm measures. I do not intend
to aqk for a withdrawal from either hon.
member, because I think both have used
language which T think should not be
used in this House. I ask members to
carry on this debate in an orderly man-
ner. I gave hon, members one warning
previously; and if T hear any further
personalities hurled across the floor of
the House, I shall name the bon. member
who is responsible. I must do it, for the
good conduct of this House. I am not
threatening hon. members in any way;
I ask them to assist me in maintaining
proper order.

Bon. FRANK WILSON: I must say
it is almost an impossible task, int the cir-
ciunstances, to address one's self strictly
to the subject matter under discussion.
1, of course, always regret words spoken
in the heat of the moment; and certainly,
so far as T am concerned, I shall endea-
your to abide by your instructions, Mr.
Speaker. I consider it is a miserable,
petty subterfuze on the padt of the Pre-
mier to have posted his supporter to
move this amendment on the motion sub-
mitted by the member for Perth (Hon.
J. D. Connolly). The amendment ap-
pears to me to he framed with a view to
getting in by the back door or the side
entrance, for the purpose of obtaining
from members of this House some ex-
pression of opinion on a question which,
admittedly, was decided by the voice of
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the electors at the last general election.
Further, the Premier's move is petty in
this respect, that no Mlinister-let alone
the Premier-is justified in taking an
unfair advantage of the position of the
House. But that is exactly what the
Government are doing to-night. They
have a motion which they can deal with;
they can reject it, or make a proper rela-
tive amendment. But they are not con-
tent to adopt that course. We know they
can carry any amendment, and they know
themselves that they can carry any am-
endment; but they take the mean advan-
tage of suggest 'ing an amendment of
which due notice has not been given-an
amendment which, if it is carried, Min-
isters wvill declare represents the matured
opinion of the House, an instructionu
from the House to reintroduce the war
emergency taxation proposal of last
session, or something analog-ous. I pro-
test that it is not a fair attitude to take
up on a debate of this kind. The Gov-
ernment have no right to deal with such
an important question without giving due
notice to every hon. member, so that
every member may be in his seat in order
to take part in the debate, if he wishes to
do so, or east his vote on one side or the
other. The Government have no right,
without giving due notice, to have an im-
portant question, really strikinig at the
whole financial administration of the
State, dealt with until due notice has
been given. They have no right to have
this amendment carried simply because
they happen to have a majority present.
The carrying of an amendment of this
nature on an occasion such as the present
will hold the House up to ridicule
throughout the country. I hope not one
bon. member will be backward in enter-
ig a strong protest against the Govern-
ment's action, which is both undignified
and unparliamentary. In saying that,

.1 do not desire to dispute your ruling;
Mr. Speaker. or to reflect on the Chair.
But the Government's action is unparlia-
mentary so far as my experience goes of
the procedure of Mfinisters, who have to
control the business of the House and to
set an example to members on both sides
of the Chamber. I trust hon. members,

even hon. members on the opposite side,
will refuse to carry this amendment and
will admoit that the Government are en-
deavou ring to make an unfair use of a
chance opportunity.

Mr. Meflowall: Do not you think the
motion is unfair?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is not
unfair. It is only the motion of an hon.
member of his own initiative.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And the amend-
ment is only an bon, member's amend-
men t.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : No. It is
a Government amendment.

Mr. E. B3. Johnston: There is innuendo
straight away.

Hon. FRANK WILS ON: Did not the
Premier instruct the member for Ran-
nans to move the amendment?

Mr. Alunsic: No; the Premier did not.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Are the Gov-

ernment going to support the amend-
ment?

Mr. Foley: They can please themselves.
The Premier: Watch the division list.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: What is the

Premier's attitude? What has been his
attitude right through? An attitude of
contempt for the motion, and of support
for the amendment of the member for
Hannans; an attitude of anger because
he has not had his way with regard to
taxation. As though we were not already
well taxed, and not doing a fair amount,
taking the people of the State generally.
We already have an income tax ranging
up to is, in the pound, and a dividend tax
of 1s. in the pound; and now, I believe,
a tax on profits.

Mr. E. B3. Johnston: How many news-
papers in Perth pay the dividend duty
tax?

Hon. PRANK WILSON: I do not
know. Neither do I know what the bon.
member rys.

Hr. E. B. Johnston: I pay what I aim
entitled to pay.

Hon. WRAIN1 WTLSON: I suppose
the newspapers do the same. If they do
not, then it is the duty of the Taxation
Dennrtment to see that they do it.

MNr. R. B. Johnston: You voted against
taringZ the newspapers.

44
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Hion. F'RANK WILSON; I have never
voted against fair and reasonable taxa-
tion. I voted against the outrageous pro-
posal of the Government to impose a tax
which could not by any stretch of the
imagination be considered either fair, or
equitable, or warranted under present
conditions& Hon. members opposite talk
about a war tax, but Western Australia
has uip to the present hardly felt the
effects of the war. We are beginning to
feel those effects, and we shall feel them
very mnuch more as the year goes by. Up
to thec present, however, our troubles have
been created by the administration of the
Government.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:- Do not forget this
unprecedented droughit.

ion. FRANK WVILSON: The drought
has been responsible to some extent. I(
the hon. member would restrain himself
and allow me to finish what I say: 'will

S the hon. member contend that -we did
not have a jolly good time and a bumper
harvest the previous year I Have we
during the last few years saved a single
penny to provide for the bad times we
are now experiencing? We have never
saved a single sixpence during our good
times to tide us over our bad times. And
here is the result.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: What about pay-
ments for sinking fnnd? There is a
saving.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I suppose
the hon. member, like the Premier, would
have the sinking fund struck off.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: No.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then what

is the hon. member growling about?
Mr. E. B. Johnston: It is a saving.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Trea-

surer has not saved a single penny, be-
cause his sinking fund cotributions do net
equal the deficit.

The Premier: That is absolutely incor-
rect.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: It is near
enouE~h for the bon. gentleman.

The Premier: It is near enough for
you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We have
gone to the bad £769,000 in three years.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!1 The hon.
member must discuss the motion.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: That is on
the motion,

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member
must discauss the terms of the motion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why are we
asked to pass this amendment?

Mr. SPEAKER: I am dot here to say.
It is not my husiiiess to say that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Because of
the parlous condition of the finances.

Mr. SPEAKER: I know only that dis-
cuszsion must be relative to the motion.

Hon. FRA'NK WILSON: Am I not
entitled to refer at all to the financial
position of the State in connection with
this matter? If I am not, I do not know
how to discuss the question. I am asked
to agree to a further graduated ternpor-
ary tax on incomes. Wbvhy Because of
the state of the finances.

Mr. SPEAKER: As an alternative to
the terms of the motion. That is an
alternative to the term,; of th~e motion.

Ron. FRANK WILSON.- Then,' what
is the reason for the motion, Sir, for re-
duction of members' salaries? The reason
is the parlous condition of the finances
We come right hack to the financial posi-
tion every time. We cannot get away
from it. I wish to know, Sir, how far
I may go in discussing the question. I
am myself in a bit of a quandary as to
how far I can discuss the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! When I think
the hon. member is out of order, I will
tell him he is out of order; but I have
been very generous to-day. However, on
referring to the remarks of the hon.
member this afternoon, I find they are
much the same remarks as he is making
to-night. I say that the hon. member is
beginningl to he guilty of repetition. I
wish to allow him an opportunity of dis-
cussing the motion, hut I cannoit allow
the deb~ate to proceed in the manner in
which it is proceeding, at any greater
lengrth. Hon. members must discuss the
question before the House. When hen.
members aire out of order. 2 shall tell
them that they are out of order.

Hon. FRA:NK WILMSON: Yes, Sir.
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Naturally, what was in my mind this
afternoon has a tendency to come out
again in opposition to the amendment.
Any argument that may be fairly ad-
ducred in support. of the motion, or the
prior amendment on the motion-which I
favoured-will flash across one's though3ts
as being opposed to the present amend-
ment. The difference between the motion
and this amendment, I submit, is whether
wve shall increase the burdens on the
people or whether we shall endeavour to
econosnise. Now, the Government are not
out for eonomny. They do not wvant to
economise. They are not going to at-
tempt, even, to economise, and there-
fore they desire to impose increased bur-
dens, on the people. I contend that it is
the first business of Minsters to show
that they have expended their revenue
wisely and have exeised all due
economy. Having prOx-ed that, they may
fairly tome to the people, saying: "We
have done all in our puwer; we have done
our part, even to the extent of decreasing
our own salaries; and we now come to
.you to make tip the deficiency." Until
such a position as I state has been
reached, it vvoald he an absurdity for this
House to pass any such amendment as
that proposed by the member for Han-
nans. Soch action would hiold us up to
ridicule As stultifying ourselves and
flouting what is ackntowledged to be the
mandate of the people, expressed at tie
last general election, that they are not
prepared at the present juncture to sub-
mit to a tnt-her impost of heavy taxation.
I must. therefore, oppose the amend-
ment.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan-
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe-on amendenient)
[R581: If any additional reason were
needed for refusing to accept the motion
of the member for Perth (Hon. J,. D.
Connolly), it has been most amply fur-
nished by the last speech of the leader
of the Opposition. For something like
an hour and three-quarters we have
listened to the hon. member most pati-
ently-

Ron. Frank Wilson: Patiently?
The PREMITER: Anad I think hon.

members generally, having suffered that,

will be disposed to regard £300 Per
annum as somewhat inadequate remuner-
ation for their attendance in this Cham-
ber; especially in view of the quantity
we get from the leader of the Opposi-
tion. The present attitude of that bon.
member, however, is rather peculiar. Ac-
cording to him, the Government should
first economise. I admit that the hon.
member has always held and expressed
that opinion; but my difficulty is to
grasp exactly what he means by his
phrase "the introduction of economy."
To cut the rants. to municipalities or
roads boards, or to the King's Park
Board or to certain other institutions
controlled by influential persons, is not,
in the hon. member's view, true economy.
The only medium of economising that
appeals to him as satisfactory is to make
severe reductions in the salaries and
wages of Government employees. Now,
I wish once more to announce publicly
that I ami not going to be a patty to re-
ducing the wages and salaries of Gov-
ernment employees in order to enable
the hon. member's friends outside this
House, namely the Employers' Federa-
tion, to bring about reductions in the
wages and salaries of the employees of
private enterprise. If the bon. mem-
ber's friends outside are desirous of corn-
pelling the workers of Western Australia
to do the same amount of work now, and
to return to those friends of the leader
of the Opposition the same amount of
profit now, as in normal times, and to
do it for lesser pay, then let the leader
of the Opposition take the initative to-
wards achieving that end. I know there
is a desire on the part of a number who
control industries to use the Government
as a lever in the direction of taking the
initiative in reducing wages in the Gov-
ernment service. I claim that so long
as we receive similar service from our
employees as we have received in the
past we muist continue to pay the same
rates. But if the conditions are such
that a section of the community cannot
Eind employment and cannot earn -wages
or salaries, and there is need for assist-
ance to be given it is the duty then not
only of the civil serviee and the railway
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men to contribute something, but it is
the duty of every individual who may be
earning anything like a decent income
to contribute his share as well. Our
friends opposite have prevented the Gov-
ernment from putting into operation
their financial policy.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We have done
nothing of the sort.

Mr. SPEAKER, The hon. member is
not in order in rising to interrupt the
Premier. If the hon. member desires to
contradict what the Premier has said,
he must wait until the Premier has con-
cluded his remarks.
[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. McDowafl)

took the Chair.)
The PREMIIER: I repeat that from

the time we took possession of the Treas-
ury bench the members of the Opposi-
tion have prevented us from putting our
financial policy into operation.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You never had a
financial policy.

The PREMIER: 'his Government
was responsible at its very advent for an
increase in the wages of the railway men,
an increase which involved an expendi-
ture of £170,000 per annum, and we told
the House at that time we did it de-
liberately, knowing the effect it would
have upon oar finances, and I say now,
three years afterwards, that if we were
faced with the same position to-day, we
would do as we did then and not care
what members opposite might say or
what another place might do. I am
going to remain here only so long as I
am true to the principle that is dear to
moy heart and that is that the men in the
service shall receive sufficient wages to
enable them to live decently. The profits
of the country are nothing to me except
so far as they will enable the sharehold-
ers of the State to live decently. if
there are in the community those who are
receiving a greater income under the try-
ing conditions of to-day than. they were
receiving in former times, it is, due to
them to contribute something towards
the revenue of the State and that should
be done rather than we should attempt
to reduce the salaries of the members of
the civil service. The leader of the Op-
position who is always speaking of

economny has never declared in what
direction he desires that economy to be
effected. His friends, however, said it
deliberately when they met the Govern-
ment and the workers' representatives in
conference in this building before the
Control of Trade Commission, a confer-
ence at which there were present the
representative of the Employers' Fed-
eration and the members of the
A.L.F. The Employers' Federation de-
clared that the only way in which the
difficulty might be met-and that was
only in September last-would be by
the setting aside of awards and agree-
ments and allowing the employees to be
at the mercy of the employers. That is
not the way out of the difficulty except
from the point of view of the greeter
profits which a few individuals would
derive at the expense of the many. What
prompted the member for Perth to move
his motion 9 He may have had a motive
but I am not entitled to impute any kind
of motive. Then with regard to the
amendment, if there is any need for it
it is due to the fact that we are passing
through a time of stress. The member
for Perth perhaps had that in mind when
he moved his motion. If that is the case,
I would like to ask him -whether he
thinks that is the way by which he could
get out of our difficulty. The leader of
the Opposition says that we have not yet
felt the effect of the war in Western
Australia. Let me tell him that if we
have not felt it here they have felt it
in other parts of Australia where they
have Liberal Governments in power. It
has taken us four years to build up a
deficit of a million, whereas in Victoria
they have built up a similar deficit in
seven months, in a State too, -which is
regarded as the garden of Australia and
which has not experienced the trying
seasons which have fallen to our lot.
Side by side with that wve have been re-
sponsible for increases in salaries and
wages to Government servants, and I am
not ashamed to make the announcement
on every occasion that we have been re-
sponsible for that. On top of that, too,
we have deferred payments in many
directions. We have stacked in our tim-
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ber districts nearly £200,000 worth of
stock, and we have paid for that out of
revenue. We have set that against the
deficit, We have anything from £C300,000
to £350,000 owing to us by the farming
community. That, too, can be set against
the deficit. In two items thus it will be
seen we account for half a million of
money and the bon. member talks about
extravagance.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who is deliver-
ing a budget speech now?

The PREMIER: What are we f Iaced'
with nowv? I have a letter from MXiliars'
representatives in this State pointing out
that unless there is a reduction of 20s.
per load in the cost of producing timber
in this State, they must close down.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Row long will
your mills be going?

The PRE~iER: Our mills will be
going long after Millar&' are dead.

Ron. Frank Wilson: You will have to
shut down your mills in six months.

The PREMIIER: We shall be operat-
ing more extensively than before the de-
claration of war. Hon. members op-
posite cannot complain about the assist-
ance we have heen rendering to the farm-
ing community by deferring the payment
of rent, and interest dlue to the Agricul-
tural Bank, hut they complain about the
advances we have Tmade to the men work-
ing in the timber industry because of the
difficulties arising out of the war. Do
hon. members opposite, as the leader of
the Opposition asserts, desire to intro-
duce economies? I am prepared to do
that to-morrow if hon. members are sin-
cere by compelling those engaged in the
fanning industry who owe us money to
pay up, and if they cannot pay up to
forfeit their lands and put on those who
will pay.

Members: Where will you get them?

The PREMIIER: There are scores
who went on the land and obtained their
first crop in loll and those pioneers are
still operating there, and it would be a
disgrace if because of the crying and
howling of our friends opposite about the
deficit, we compelled those men to now
leave their holdings in the face of the
possibility of a recovery during the ap-

proaching season. If we had not gone to
their assistance we would not have been
worthy of the name of Government.
These are the people who might have
cursed the day they heard of the leader
of the Opposition if that hon. gentleman
had been on this side of the Rouse.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They will curse
the Scaddan Government.

The PREMIIER: We can stand all
their Cursing. T anm not going to worry
about it. The member for Perth moved
his motion that members should suffer a
reduction of 33 per cent. on their in-
comes, that is to say, that £100 out of
the £300 should he returned to the Trea-
sury. Why should it be returned to the
Treasury in the manner proposed? Iit
will be a form of compulsion to intro-
duce a Bill to amend the Parliamentary
Allowances Act.

Hon, RI. H. TUndervood (Honorary
Minister) : And it will last for ever.

The PREIfnER: It might last for
ever or it might not. I am convinced that
the hon. members; only desire is to set an
example, but the example he wanted to
set, and would. not admit, was that we
believe that there should he a reduction
of wages and salaries in the State.

Eon. J. DI. Conuolly: I admit nothing
of the kind.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
thinks that we should live on £200 per
annuim as against £300, -which latter sum
the member for Canning (Mr. Robinson)
admits is only fair remuneration, and the
member for Perth wants us to live on a
third less than we were receiving in nor-
mal times. The bon. member only de-
sires with the assistance of his leader to
make this apply to the Government ser-
vice. We say that there is no need for
such a reduction in the earnings of any-
one in the community. What we say is
that according to a man's allowance, so
he should contribute to the national reve-
nue. The member for Northern (Hon. J.
Mitchell) said that -we are not at war,
We are at war to-day and we have not
yet touched bottom. Ron. members may
complain about the present position of
affairs, but unless we obtain further reve-
nue from those who are receiving huge
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incomes to-day there will he more suffer-
ing in the community than there is at the
present moment.

Mion, J. .1litchell: How will that ad-
vantage the working man?

The PREMIER.- If the working man
suffers a reduction the man who has been
making huge profits will be affected. The
hon. member talks about setting an ex-
amp~le for the people to pay. Why not
set an example by saying, "I am pre-
pared to pay according to my earnings
on a percentage basis." There are many
men in the State to-day who are working
their bands at less wages and under more
trying conditions than those that existed
before the war, and there is no evidence
that their businesses have fallen off. One
can only conclude that they have actually
taken advantage of the present condi-
tions to increase their profits at the ex-
pense of those whom they may employ.
Do not bon. members appreciate the fact
that there are industries which have bean
seriously affected by the war and hy the
drought? It naturally follows that while
a farmer or a husiness man may meet the
difficulty of a falling business fay dispens-
ing with his hands, the Government can-
not do that, If the Government puts a
man on to the unemployed market that
man must he fed. There is no eompai-
son between ordinary businesses and the
Government service. We are employing:
more men in the Government service to-
day than we did in ordinary times. In
the railway sen-ice the receipts are fall-
ing tremendously every month and that
will continue until we reach the next
harvest. I might easily adopt what is re,
commended in order to meet the position,
namely, retrenchment, or, as has been re-
commended, reducing the salaries and
wages of every man in the service. That
is not a proper and fair method by which
we should meet the present difficulties9
These men must be employed, and the
proper method is to ask every mant in the
community, whether he he a Government
servant, a member of Parliament, a Min-
ister of the Crown, or a newspaper pro-
prietor writing disgraceful articles, lo
contribute his fair proportion to rev-
ernue in order that the assistance to those

in distress may be continued. And I want
our friends on the opposition cross-
benches to understand that I am not goin~g
to tolerate criticism from all sections of
0'-, House and at the same tie continue
k' render that assistaonce whinh is bring-
ing about the criticism. Our preFent posi-
tin is largely due to the fact that, we
have been) extravagant in rendering assis-
tance to the farming community, who
have suffered heavily in consequence of
the drought, and we propose, as certain
Bills show, not only to continue to ren-
der that assistance, but to increase it.
As a matter of fact, we are taking the
whole risk of the uext harvest, and the
farmer is taking none of it.

Hon. . Mitchell: On every acre sowni?

(The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The PR3EMIER: No, because some hare
had a g-ood season; but the majority have
been carried hy the Government. We are
taking the whole of the risk and we are
prepiared to take it, but I want a proper
and due appreciation of the fact that we
are doing it, and of what it means to con-
tinue it; and I want the members on the
Opposition cross-benches to understand
that if our farmers are not receiving any
income under existing conditions, they are
not paying any income tax. The people
who are thriving under the abnormal con-
ditions, the millers and others, are dis-
tributing that cash in the metropolitan
area, and the people getting it are called
by some of our friends opposite the
friends of the farmers, although, as a
matter of fact, they are the greatest ene-
mies the farmers ever had. We want to
divert some of that Money into the Treas-
ury so that we can continue to render
assistance to the stricken agricultural in-
dustry. And not only the agricultural
industry. bnt other industries, are in re-
ceipt of asistanlce from LIS. At Ravens-
thorpe we have copper ore stacked, while
we have tin stacked in other places, and
we may have pearl shell as well. We are
rendering assistance to a number of in-
dustries, but our friends opposite are so
blinded with party interest that they will
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not appreciate the fact that these things
are being done.

Mr. Alien: Out of revenue?
The PREMXIER: At all events the in-

terest has to he paid on the amount in-.
volved. Again, land rents are a charge
against revenue and they have always
becn used for the purpose of extendin :
our free educational system. There Is
only one of two things to do, either com-
pel these people to pay up-which they
cannot -do--or ask public servants and
the railway men to Buffer a reduction of
wages. railing one of these two things
I must get further revenue. Which is
the proper course to adopt? Compel
these unfortunate people to pay or got
out, and thus lose all the fruits of their
pioneering work, or is it better to ask
railway servants to suffer a redue-
tion for the benefit of the few
who are reaping an advantage from
that money which has been turned
into other channelsi Is it not far better
to ask every member of the community to
contribute to the national revenue in
order that we may continue to render the
assistance already freely given. I know
what our friends opposite would do. They
would do exactly as they did in 1L905
when they went to the country in opposi-
tion to a land tax; and yet within 12
months they introduced and passed a
similar measure.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No. We did not
go to the country in opposition to a land
tax. Is the lion, -member in order in re-
ferring to what some previous Govern-
ment did when they went to the country
on this question?

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier is not
in order in pointing out what a previous
Government did, It has nothing to do
with the motion.

The PREMIER: I do not desire to
make any further reference to it other
than to ask hon. members to fairly con-
sider the position, to remove for the
moment all party consideration and ask
themselves bow they propose to meet the
present situation. Can the reduction of
members' salaries, representing an amount
of some £S,000 per annum, help us out of
the present difficulty? How much will

that help the man on the land, or the
men in industries which must close down
within the nest few months owing to the
market having been disturbed? Is it fair
to ask members of Parliament to agree
to that reductionI It is not a matter
which affects the community very much.
Of course it is always good game to attack
public men, and if the Press take up the
attacking of public men, particularly if
the object of their attack be Ministers of
the Crown, our friends opposite are al-
ways ready to forget all other questions
and rush to the attack in order that they
might curry favour with the Press. There
is only one way out of the difficulty
namnely, by adopting the amendment
moved by the member for Hannans (Mr.
Munsie). That bon. member is to
be commended for having moved his
amendment. He represents a constitu-
ency which is, perhaps, less affected by
the drought and the war than any other
in the State. The men in his constitu-
ency are getting the same rate of wages
as they got before the war. Their cost
of living has increased, it is true, but
not by very much, and the hon. member
pomes along and says, "We know there
is suffering in the agricultural and the
timber industries, and we are prepared
to contribute something to the revenue in
order to help those in distress.1' If the
member for Hainnans and other gold-
fields members are prepared to undertake
that responsibility, how does their atti-
tude compare -with that of the member
for Perth (H1on. 3. D. Conniolly) and
others in the metropolitan area who are
not feeling the effect of the abnormal
conditions to any extent, except that a
few in their electorates have been thrown
out of employment by private firms? The
business people in Perth proclaimed last
Christmas as being the best in their his-
tory; simply because all our money is
sent through the one channel in the metro-
politan area. We want some method of
diverting it away from the metropolitan
area and distributing it in the country
districts, thus allowing the country people
to live, which they cannot do under pre-
sent conditions.
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Mr. ALLEN (West Perth) [10.23]
While I do not intend to go all over the

past history of previous Governments 1
have no desire to east a silent vote. Al-
though not agreeing With the wording of
the motion moved by the member for
Perth (Hon. J.- D. Connolly) yet I am
in sympathy with the spirit in which he
moved it. That hon. member wished to
set an example, to show the public that
the Rouse was prepared to make soe
sacrilice All round town we hear it
asked, "Why do not the Government and
members of Parliament reduce their own
salaries?7" It can be heard every day
in the street. The spirit which prompted
the member for Perth to bring forward
the motion is the spirit Which prompts
other members to support it, We have
had nil sorts of motives imputed to the
member for Perth and members of the
Opposition who have supported him. 'We
are told that it is done out of a. desite
to reduce wages; and again, that it is
a party move. Mly leader has repudiated
any knowledge of its coming on; he knew
nothing of it until it appeared on the
Notice Poer. I want to endorse that. I
knew nothing whatever about it until f
heard it moved, so I give that accusation
an emphatic denial. As to the desire to
reduce wages, the question has not been
discussed by us. We have heard com-
plaints on the other side as to what mem-
hers on this side are doing, and we are
asked, "What are you contributing?"l
That dues not seem to me to come into
this motion. However, if they think we
are not doing enough, here is, a chance
to support the motion which will give
us all an opportunity of making this
sacrifice. In regard to the amendment
moved by the member for Hannan% (Mr.
)runsie) I do not intend to support it,
for the reasons given by the leader of
the Opposition. I think the amendment
suggested by the member for Canning
(21 r. Robinson) is very fair and equit-
able.

11r. fleitiuann: Whby should a member
receiving £300 pay more in taxation than
a man outside who is receiving the same
almounts

M)r. ALLEN: I am asking you to show
your patriotism by contributing volun-
tarily. If you do not want to do so you
can vote against the motion.

The Premier: The rnder Treasurer
will be at his office to-morrow morning
to receive your contribution.

M.Nr. ALLEN: That is beside the qu~es-
tion.: There is no party spirit behind the
motion. 1 am supporting the member
who moved the motion because it will
at least have a good moral effect. I would
have liked to see the amendment sug-
gested by the member -for Canning
adopted, because I believe it would
fully meet the case. However, it seems
to have created a tremendous amount of
hecat, and wve do not appear to be any
further forward. I have no wish to in-
dulge in personalities. I deprecate the
tone of the debate, but I support the
motion, though not in its present form.

MAr. WTLLMIOTT (Nelson) [10.28]: I
rise as one of the so-called grabbers, to
state that I am not in favour of the
motion as moved by the member for
Perth. As a country member, with
nearly 200 miles to travel to my home, I
find already that the huge sum of £000
per annum does not go very far in pro-
vriding luxuries, to say nothing of liv-
ing expenses. I am one of the grabbers.
I am not in favour of the amendment,
either. It seems to me to be against all
commonsense to bring down such an
amendment at such a time as this, when
so many members have left for their
homes. They had no idea that such an
amendment was coming forward.

Mr. Foley: The country pays them
and should get their services.

Mr. WTLLMOTT: No doubt they are
doing very good work in their constitu-
encies at the present time. I am talking
of members Who are on the Gascoyne and
elsewhere, and not of the leader of the
Country party, unfortunately, is lying
on a sick bed. There are others I might
mention, for instance, the member for
Mkurray-Wellington. I intend to vote
against the amendment.

Mr. Robinson: Where is the member
for Albany?
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Mr. Foley: He has paired with the
member for Gascoyne.

Mr. WILLMOTT: As regards the re-
marks of the leader of the Opposition
concerning the member for b-win, I will
not reply to them. The leader of the
Country party is quite able to take care
of himself, and to reply for himself when
he is well. Unfortunately he to-night
is sick, but if he had been here no doubt
he would have had something to say in
reply to the leader of the Opposition.
The remarks of the member for Irwin
were absolutely fair and just. Everyone
-who listened to his speech must admit
that everything he said was to the point.
What did he say ?-

I do not care twopence which Gov-
ermnent pulls the State out of the
mire so long as it is pulled out.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.

member is not in order in reading from
Hanmsrd a debate of the same session.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I apologise.
The Premier: You ought to have cut

it out and put it on a piece of paper.

Mr. WflLMOTT: The member for
Irwin has in the past held his own in
this Chamber, and will be able to do~ so
in future, and I for one am only too
pleased and proud to follow him. I am
impressed with the amendment indicated
by the member for Canning. Members
have proved by their words that they are
willing to hand over a certain amount
of their salaries.

The Minister for Mines: Why limit it
to them?

Mr. WILLMOTT: Example is better
than precept. If the House only knew
it, everyone is probably handing out very
much more than 10 per cent. Speaking
for myself, I am giving something like
30 per cent., but I do not do it through
the newspapers in order to get kudos
for it. I do it in my own district where
I hnow there are cases of distress de-
serving of relief, and as far as my puny
efforts are concerned I will continue to
aid such eases. I would sooner do it pri-
vately than under such a motion as this.

The Minister for Lands: It is not so
well done when done privately.

Air. WILLMOTT: It might be better
done privately. I have sufficient faith
in myself and in my opinion of those de-
serving of help; and I prefer to do it per-
sonally than through other channels.

The Minister for Lands: You might
be helping some who are receiving aid
from other quarters. You could be im-
posed upon, but the State would have
some check.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I am very often
imposed upon.

Air. Bolton: So are the electors.
Mr. WIELLMOTT: But I do not intend

to be imposed upon by this amendment,
and I shall oppose it.

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth-in
reply). (10 -34J In regard to the amend-
ment, the leader of the Opposition has
pointed out that we have already on
the statute-book this year a graduated
income tax. My objection to the amend-
raent of the member for Hanuans is the
one I have already mentioned. I too,
protest against the amendment being
moved in this way. It is one which
certainly should not have been placed
before the House until notice had been
given of it. In a word, the House is
asked to pass an opinion on the re-
introduction of the so-called war em-
ergency tax which this branch of the
Legislature passed last session, but
which was emphatically turned down
by the countr~y at the recent elections.

The Minister for Works:- Not by the
country ; we still have a majority.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: But the
Government owe the smallness of their
majority to this'so-called war emergency
tax. I use the term "'so-called" be-
cause I doubt whether the war to date
has directly cost the Government of
Western Australia one penny. It will
cost them something in future, but the
matter of defence is controlled by the
Federal authorities.

The Premier: That is not the only
effect of the war on the country.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do not
wish to discuss that tax, hut I want
to allude to the incidence of the amend-
ment moved by the member for Hannane.
It has been asked by the Premier and
others What effect will the motion
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have on the deficit? This reduction,
email though it be, will have a very
good moral effect in relation to the
finances of the State, I know of no
better incentive to other sections of the
community than the knowledge that
members of Parliament are willing to
forego a portion of their allowance
during these strenuous times.

2r. Bolton:- Will it be an incentive
to you to give some of yours ?

Hon. T.D.COXXOLLY: It must be an
incentive to every man and woman
in the State to do their utmost to help
those in distress as far as their means
will permit themn. It will be an incen-
tive to the public servants to do even
better than they have done in the past
by giving closer attention to the ad-
ministration of the State if it is possible
to do so. It will show that members are
willing to make a sacrifice, and I admit
it is a considerable sacrifice, to ask of
them.

Mr. Heitmann:- It is more to some of
us than it is to you.

Hon. J1. D). CONNOLLY: If -we revert
to an allowance of £200 it will merely
be equivalent to what we received for
very many years.

Mr. Bolton -Will you go back to £200?T
Hon. J1. D. CONTNOLLY: I would be

sorry to have to do it, but I now have
to live on a considerably reduced income
on account of the bad times.

Mr. Bolton; Get out !
Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY: Much has

been said with regard to the reduction
of wages end salaries in. the civil service.
In this connection I made no suggestion,
and do not do so now, but the Govern-
ment have started by reducing the wages
men in the Service and not the better-
paid salary men. They have reduced
the wages men because they have cut
down their time from 48 to 44 hours a
week, which in effect, amounts to a re-
duction. My object in moving the
motion was not merely to save £9,200
a, year, but mnore for the moral effect
and the incentive it would prove to the
people of the State. It would prove that
the legislators recognised the seriousness
Of the position and were so anxious to
meet the exigencies of the position that

they were willing to forego one-third
of their allowances, I am going to vote
against the amendment because it simply
reimposes an expression of opinion from
this Chamber for the reintroduction of
the war emergency tax. It is only my
individual opinion that we should stand
a reduction of at least £100 a year in
salary. I am quite willing, if the rules
of the House permit, to make the motion
general sc that there shall be a general
reduction. When the Bill is brought
down the exact amount can then be
discussed and I hope it will be more
calmly gone into than this motion has
been discussed to-night.

Amendment (Mr. Munsie's) put and a
division taken with the following re-
sut:- I.

Ayes . . . .22

Noes . . . .13

Majority for

Mr,
Si r.
Air.
,M r.
Mr.
lIt r.
Mr.
Mr.
NMr.
U r.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwln
Bolto~n
Carpenter
Chessa
Collier
Foley
U ren
Holman
Johnson1
Ju bn .ton
McDowall
Mullany

Mr. Connolly
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Hlckmott
Mr. Mitebell
Mr. Nairn
Mr. Robinson

9

Arts.

INSr, hMusle
Mr. O'Logblen

Mr. R. J. Stuabbs
Mr. raylor
Mr. Tbomnan
Mr. Underwood
A]r. Walker
Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Heltumano

(Teller i.

Noce.
Mr. S. Stubbs
M r. Thomson
Mr. Veryard
Mr. Wilimoti
MI Ir. F. 'Wilson
Mr. Allen

(Teller).

Amendment thus passed.
Hon. 3. NITCHELL (Northam)

[10-45]. 1 think that there is no reason
why the House should carry this motion.
The State has ample revenue to enable
it to carry on and to do all that is neces-
sary to be done. When the Premier
spoke about assistance to the farers he
was really throwing dust in the eyes of
hon. members. Every one knows that
any assistance given to thle! farmers Will
be given from loan funds.
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The Minister for Works: That is not

~Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
also wants to increase the income tax.
He already gets a sum of £80,000 from
this source, and if he doubles the tax he
would only get another £80,000, and how
would this amount materially assist the
tanners of the State? The revenue
derived from the farmers through the
Lands Department last year was greater
than ever, being £E378,000. It is said
that up to last June there was a stun

of about £100,000 owing by the farmers
to the Government and that £30,000 of
that represented rents unpaid last year.
Already for the few months of this year
we have collected £130,000. and there
will, therefore, he nothing like £120,000
owing by the farmers. In the time of
the leader of the Opposition as Premier
the contribution by the people of the
Stats to the revenue was something like
£12 1 le. per head. Last year, however,
it got up to £16 3s. 2d., an increase
of £3 12s, 2d.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!I I do not
know who is making all this noise. It
is not in the Chamber. Sergeant ! See
who is making sit this noise. If it comes
from people in the gallery, remove them.
The hon. member may now proceed.

Ron. J. MITCHELL ; I wish to show
that we have already increased our con-
tribution per head of the population by
£3 12s. 2d., and yet the Premier wants to
secure still further contributions. It is
absolutely useless to contribute further
to the revenue of the country unless we
are assured that our affairs will be well
managed. It has been pointed out,
time and again, that theare is the greatest
extravagance going on, and I could point
out hundreds of ways in which money
is being wasted. There is the extrava-
gance in public works. The Minister for
Works knows that all works paid for
from revenue in his department cost a
great deal more than they ought to
cost.

The Mbinister for Works : I do not know
anything of the kind . .'
, Hon. J1. MITCHELL : Can the people

afford to contribute more than they are
already contributing If the country

can be run on the revenue that was in
existence during the time when the
leader of the Opposition was Premier
and which produced a surplus of £118,000
on the year's transactions, surely
the Premier can run the country on
the very much larger revenue he now
has at his disposal. It is true that there
is an increase under "other works and
services " of £260,000, but does that
compensate for increasing the expenditure
to a million and a half, as it is claimed
it does 7

The Minister for Works: We wil dis-
cuss that matter when the Bill comes
in.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Where has the
money gone?2 In the absence of the
Premier, perhaps the Minister for Works
will tell us. The Government got £50,000
more in 10 11 ; the land revenue increased
last year and while it is true that the
mines revenue fell off, the railways gave
us £520,000 more than in the previous
year. AUl along the line the revenue has
increased. Water supply contributed a
gross deal to the revenue, and so it is
under every heading, and yet Ministers
tell us the revenue is not sufficient.
The member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie)
argues that because the present Govern-
ment came back from the polls with a
majority they have a perfect right to
ask for what revenue they require. But
I think it is necessary that the Govern-
ment should say how far they intend
to go in the matter of increased taxation.
Nor do I believe that increased taxation
will help them unless the expenditure
is carefully watched. In the past three
years they have spent 24 millions pounds
as against 14 millions which sufficed
during the previous three years. Where
has it gone to ?

The Minister for Works -; State
steamers.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: What has the
working man in this country got for it ?
There is no work for the working man and
the Government have had to put men
off. I am net arguing that it is not
better to reduce the hours than to dis-
miss men ; but it is a pity that in
great country like this where there is so
much work which might profitably he
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done that men have to remain idle.
That is a wasted asset which will never
be overtaken. The Government argues
that because the revenue was insufficient
they are entitled to ask for further
taxation, but I think the ability of the
people to pay further taxation should
be taken into consideration. The present
condition of the finances, in my opinion,
is not due to the war, not is it altogether
due to the bad season. I have no wish
to detain the House at this late hour,
but I may remark that hon. members
do not pay proper attention to their
business. They get £300 a year to
attend to the business of this Chamber
but they do not do it. So far as I am
concerned, I shall oppose every en-
deavour to increase taxation until the
Government show an inclination to
properly spend the money they now
get. A great deal of the money spent
during the last three years has been
wasted. In workers' homes, in railway
construction ad in every work under-
taken by the Government, there has been
waste. I have endeavoured to show
Ministers a means by which they can
get out of their trouble. Ministers will
find that if a proposal for increased taxa-
tion comes along it will be dealt with as
it deserves. We are not sent here to
represent a few people but to do the
best we can for all the people, to see that
the whole of the people get a fair deal.
We on this side of the House desire that
the workers shall have a fair deal just
ae much as Ministers do. We want to
assist the development of the State end
put an end to the stagnation which now
obtains. I wish Ministers would take
the House into their confidence, ad let
us make suggestions which would assist
them in carrying on the business of the
country, but Ministers will not enter-
tain any such suggestion. So far as I
am concerned I am opposed to the amend
ment moved by the member for Hannana.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) (11.01: 1
understand, T&. Speaker, that I1 shall
now be in order in moving the amend-
ment foreshadowed previously. The
amendment is as follows -

That all the words o/ the amendment
after " providing " in line 1 be struck

ot and " a temporary reduction of
payment of members " ineerted in lieu.
Mr. SPEAKER:- Order i The matter

now being discussed by the House is
the amendment moved by the member
for Hannans (Mr. Mansie), to insert,
in lieu of the words which have been
struck out of the motion, the following:
"ga Bill to provide a further graduated
temporary tax on incomes." The ques-
tion before the House is, that the words
proposed to be inserted be inserted.
To the amendment before the House
the member for Canning (Mir. Robinson)
moves a further amendment, that all
the words after " providing " be struck
out, with a view to the insertion of the
words " atemporary reduction of pay-
ment of members." The question now
before the H1ouse, therefore is, that the
words proposed to be struck out stand
part of the proposed amendment.

The MINSTER FOR WORKS: Is
this amendment in order seeing that it
has been decided to strike out the words
"4providing for a reduction of all members
allowances.'' I IIII

mr. SPEAKER: There is a dis-
tinction between the terma of the original
motion and the proposed amendment.
The proposed amendment is in order.

Amendment (Mir. Robinson's) on
amendment put and a division called
for.

The Minister for Wor ks: I desire
to claim the vote of the member for
Katanning for the reason that in the
call he voted against the amendment.

My, SPEAKER:- If the hon. member
admits that he called his vote against
the amendment he must vote that way
in the division.,I

Mr. Thompson: T voted under a
misapprehension. I

The Minister for Works: want it
to be a lesson to you.

Mr. Thompson: Thank you, I don't
require a lesson from you.

Division resulted as follows:
Ayes .. - .12

Noes . .. . .. 23

Majority against .. 1
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Mr. Connolly
Mr. Griffiths

Mr. lckmott
Mr. Mitchell
Mr, Nairn
Mr. S. Stubbs

Mr. Angwla
Ur, Bolton
Mr. Carpenter
Mr, Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Poley
Mr. Green
Mr. Holman
Mr. Jlohnson
Mr. Johnston
Mr. McDowall

Amendment thus negatived.
Amendment (Mr. Munsie's)

passed.
Question as amended put

division taken with the foilowi
suit:-

Aycs

Majority for

Mr. Atmgwln
Mr. Bolton
M1r. Carpenter
M r. Chesson
Mr. Coillier
Mr. Foley
Mr. Green
Mr. H~olman
Mr. Johneon
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Mcflowal

Mr.
Mr.
Mllr.
Mr.
NMr.
Mr.
Mr.

Connolly
CUnningham
Oriliths
Hlrkniott
Mitchell
Nairn
Robinson

Mr. Mullany
M r. Munsie
Mr. O'Loghli
1.1r. Scaddan
Mr. B. J. Si
N1r. Taylor
Mr. Thomns,
Mr. Underw
Mr. Walker
Mr.Heta

Noes.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
'Mr.
51r.

put and

AYES.
AiMr. Robinson
Mr. Thomson
.%r. Veryard

*Mr. Wilimoti
M.P. Wilson

Mr. Allen
(Teller).

Non.,

Mr. Mullany
Mr. Munsle
Mr. 0OLoghlen
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. B. J. Stuhbs
Mr. T~aylor
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Heitmann

(Teller).

and a Order of the Day read for the consid-
lag re- eration of the following Message from the

Contned i:-" That in the opinion of this
21 House it is necessary, in the interests of
13 the setilers, that the W~ongau Hills-_Mul-
- lewa Railway be immediately handed over

8 to the WrigRilways, or that not
- more than the ordinary rates chargeable

liy the Working Railways be charged by
the construction department pending1 such
handing- over of the railway."

zubba

cod

nn
Feller).

S. Stulba
Thomson
Veryard
willmot
F. Wilson
Allen

(Teller).

Question as amended thus passed.

B1LL-1N\ DUSTRIES ASSISTAN('E.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council rec-eived noti-
Eying that it did not press its requests
for amendments Nos. 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 11, but

[The Depntij Speaker took the Choir.]

lion. J, MITCHELL (Nortlham)
[11.29]: 1 move-

That this Order of the Day be post-
poned until the next sitting of thle
Ho use.
The Mlinister for Works: You will

iiever get an opportunity of bringing it
onl at all.

Mr.~ WJLLMO1TT (Nelson) [11.30]:
In the absence of the member for Irwin
(Mr. Jas. Gardiner) who is away sick,
and who has been attacked in another
place on this quest ion, I second the
motion.

The Minis~ter for Works: You will
never get anniher opporunity of discuss-
ing it.

Motion passed.

House adjourned at 11.32 p.

repeated its request for 'No, 9 and had
made further modifications to Nos. 1 and
to.

PAPEIRS-JOYCE BROTHERS,
PROSECUTION.

Mr. BOLATON (South Fremantle)
[11.251: 1 move-

That alt papers in connection with
lite recent prosecution of Joyce Bros.
be laid upon the Table of tlee House,

I only desire to say I am doing this on
behalf of the member for Albany (Mr.
Price).

Question passed.

R £'SOLUTION-WONGAN HILLS-
IILELWA RAILWAY.

To hand ov'er toj IVorkiny Ralwa ys.

1433


